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In the present sheet we have concluded our 
© abstracts of the proceedings of congress at its recent 
session, and published a list of the acts passed. A 
comparison of the latter with the amount of business 
which has been before congress, will aiford our rea- 
jers some idea of the wreck which ensued at the ad- 
‘ourament, and the loss the public and individuals 
have sustained. : 

Much time is wasted in the commencement of 
Tine session, by sheer idleness and noisy declama- 
tion—but much more in its progress by the rules and 
orders of the house, especially by the “‘previous ques- 
Vion,” which was instituted to save time, but con- 
sumes a8 much in ils enforcement, as the longest 
wwinded orator would in a speech to “Buncombe.” 


 {gThe farewell address of gen. Jackson and the 
Gnaugural address of Mr. Van Buren are presented 
“%o our readers. The first will be hailed by his 
“Friends as another manifestation of his regard for his 


‘country and its institutions, and cherished as a le- 


acy for their children; and even received by those 
opponents, who are convinced of the honesty of his 
urposes, with all possible toleration. ‘Time which 
tests all things, will try the efficacy and wisdom of 
“the measures which have marked gen. Jackson’s 
~piuinistration, and to thatordeal they are submitted; 
Wwith the sincere hope that, whether productive of 
ood or evil, the author of them may enjoy that re- 
pose in private life which is due to conscious vir- 
ue and public usefulness. 
There is something so proscriptive in party war- 


~ Fare—that strife which, of all others, engenders bad 
‘passions and dishonest arts, that we are unwilling to 
— Bcknowledge the merits of our political opponents 


“or confess tneir public services. There is, however, 


»pae character in which all can contemplate the late 


president in his retirement—that of a brave and suc- 


| tessful warrior, on whose brows the laurel must 
| ever flourish, even if it is not entwined with the 


Pivic wreath. 
> The inaugural address of Mr. Van Buren has dis- 


“Bppointed both friends and foes, and induced the 


“hope that the vindictive strife which has so long har- 


| Massed the country will be followed by a more tole- 
| Fant policy; and that, while principles will be ad- 


“Pered to, persons will be respected. It is a fair and 


_ -Ponest exposition of the character and objects of our 
~§°vernment, and if the new administration is cha- 


_facterised by the same general policy, it will go far 
© “sarin opposition. But ‘the tree is judged by its 
/ Fruits,” and we will be among the first to rejoice if 


mg ey are not apples of discord. 


) General Jackson left Washington on Tuesday last 


“Hor the Hermitage He travelled on the Washing- 


| #n rail road to the oint where it intersects the Bal- 
/ #ore and Ohio rail road, and proceeded thence to 


rederick, Md. where his own carriage was in wait- 

g. In poems of an order of the president of 

#e United States, he is accompanied by surgeon ge- 
Peral Lawson of the United States army, who will 
| ttend hiin as far as Wheeling, Va. or to his resi- 
_ in Tennessee, if he deems it advisable to do 
tevious to the ex-president’s departure from 
ashington, he received many private testimonials 

z -spect and esteem—and the corporate authorities 
Washington addressed him a letter expressing 
“lr grateful acknowledzments for the kindness he 
hanifested towards that metropolis, and their earnest 


Ope that he nj i i 
| th ~ Ses hiay enjoy many years of happiness in 


cae Washington “Globe” says the president’s 
iu has visibly mended since relieved froin the 
. Sof his late station; and we have now great 
: ‘ that his recovery will be perfect, and that he 
i. enjoy many years of health and happiness in 
i. midst of the agricultural occupations of which 

. 'S so fond. The mild and genial climate of 

ennessee, on every visit, has acted as a restora- 
* fo his constitution, worn down at Washington 


Y the fatigues of his sedentary and excessively la- 


tr: Occupation. 

4 bl general exhibited an alacrity and gayety of 
vin >On taking his departure, which he has not 
; ced before, since his sickness. -Relieved from 
* baat of state, with all his preparations made 

is‘return homeward, he could not but feel 
sy aut and happy in finding himself stout enough 
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to undertake his journey, with the prospect of en- 
joying some years, with his beloved little family 
around him, at the Hermitage. During some part 
of the winter, he did not expect ever to revisit 
Tennessee but as a corpse. He now felt that Pro- 
vidence had willed it otherwise, and, so cheerful 
was his spirit, that it could not catch the melancho- 
ly contagion of his friends around, who were op- 
pressed with the thought of parting with him. He 
told one merry story after another, rallied his 


friends, and, ou proposing a match to a bachelor of 


his cabinet, whose eyes were filled with tears, told 
him that it was his habit to take care of his friends. 

What he said as a joke, one at least of those 
present will ever remember with filial gratitude as 
a truth.” 


Mr. Speaker Polk and major Donelson (who came 
to Washington to accompany his uncle, general 
Jackson, on his return), left the city in the yester- 
day’s (Wednesday’s) cars, and will probably over- 
take the late president at Frederick. They wiil at- 
tend him to the Hermitage. 

General Jackson was conveyed by the president 
in his carriage, to the place where he entered the 
public conveyance on the rail road; on which, for 
the sake of ease and comfort, he will travel until he 
reaches his private carriage, which awaits him 
where the rail road connects with the Macadamiz- 
ed national road. The president took a most af- 
fectionate leave of the general, and gave him a 
promise, we understand to visit him, some time 
during the summer of the next year, at the Her- 
mitage. The cabinet also attended the late pre- 
sident to the place of embarcation. 

General Jackson remained at the presidential 
mansion until he left this city. The president oc- 
cupied his private residence, and discharged his 
duties at that place. Gen. Jackson dined with him 
on the day of the inauguration. 

The members of the house of representatives 
have, for the most part, left the city; a few only 
remain, attending to the business cf their constitu- 
ents in the departments. 

The senate remains in session, passing upon the 
new nominations submitted to it. Ihe results of its 
action will reach the public through our columns. It 
will adjourn probably to-day. [Globe of Thursday. 


{$The reasons of president Jackson for not act- 
ing definitively on the bill entitled ‘an act designat- 
ing and limiting the funds receivable for the reve- 
nues of the United States” (to repeal the treasury 
circular), with the opinion of the attorney general 
thereon, are published in subsequent pages. They 
were not addressed to the senate, in which the bill 
originated, but appeared in the official paper at 
Washington. 

Some persons have supposed that the new pre- 
sident has control of the bill—and that if he does 
not return it to the senate within ten days from the 

eriod it was received by his predecessor, it will 

ecome alaw. But the fallacy of this opinion will 
be seen by reference to the second clause of the 
7th section of the first article of the constitution. 
It is under that article entirely removed from all 
legislative or executive control, and the only way 
in which the object which it was designed to be 
accomplish can be effected, is through an original 
order from the president addressed to the secretary 
of the treasury. 

ExTRA SESSION OF THE SENATE. We have in 
another page, noticed the organization, &c. of the 
new senate. It has been chiefly engaged in execu- 
tive business, and has confirmed the following among 
other nominations made to it. 

Joel R. Poinseit, of South Carolina, to be secretary 
of war.* 

George M. Dallas, of Pennsylvania, to be envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the 
court of his majesty the emperor of all the Russias. 

Henry Wheaton to be envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary at the court of his majesty 
the king of Prussia. 





*The nomination of Benj. F. Butler, to be secre- 
tary of war, until a successor duly appointed should 
accept and enter on the duties of the office was pre- 
viously made and confirmed. 





William H. Haywood of North Carolina, to be 
charge d’aifairs to the king of Belgium. 

Alcee la Branche, of Louisiana, to be charge d’af- 
fairs to the republic of Texas. 

William W. Chew, of Pennsylvania, to be secre- 
tary of the legation of the United States to the court 
of his majesty the oy ea of all the Russias. 

Heman Lowry to be marshal for the district of 
Vermont. 

Abraham Van Buren to be secretary under the 6th 
section of the act to reorganize the general land of- 
fice, approved the 4th day of July, 1836. 

John Bell to be surveyor of public lands acquired 
by the treaty with the Chickasaw Indians. 

Consuls. David Rogersat St. Croix; P yton Gay 
at Campeachy. 


THE NEW CABINET. The “Intelligencer” pre- 
sumes from the fact of only one new cabinet minis- 
ter having been nominated to the senate, that the 
cabinet will remain, with that exception, as consti- 
tuted. under the last administration, viz: 

John Forsyth, secretary of state. 

Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 

J. R. Poinsett, secretary of war. 

M. Dickerson, secretary of the navy. 

B. F, Butler attorney general. 


Bank oF THE UnNiTep STATES AND THE 
GOVERNMENT sTock. We publish in the present 
sheet the memorial of the bank of the United States 
to congress on the subject of the government stock, 
and the reply thereto of the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, in a letter addressed to the honorable Si/as 
Wright, jr of the senate, chairinan of the committee 
of finance. As soon as space can be found for it, 
we will publish the report of the government com- 
missioners, Messrs. H. D. Gilpin and John White, 
giving the result of their negotiation with the bank. 

The following is the resolution passed at the late 
session, and approved by the president, direeting 
the secretary of the treasury to accept the terms 
proposed by the directors of the bauk of the United 
States, under their Pennsylvania charter, in settle- 
ment for the stock, &c. 

«Be it enacted, &c. That the secretary of the trea- 
sury be directed to accept the terms of settlement 
proposed by the president and directors of the 
United States under the Pennsylvania charter in 
their memorial to congress, presented at the present 
session, for the payment to the United States of the 
capital stock owned by them in the late bank of the 
United States, and the final adjustment and settle- 
inent of the claims connected with or arising out of 
the same, and to take such obligations for the pay- 
ment of thé several instalments in said proposed 
terms of settlement mentioned as he may think 
proper: Provided, That nothing herein contained 
shall prejudice or affect in any way the question be- 
tween the general government of the United States 
and the bank of the United States respecting the 
claim for damages on account of the protest of the 
bill of exchange drawn on the French government , 


Frorrtpa. In the present sheet we have pub- 
lished several official accounts of recent skirmishes 
with the Indians; but we regret to state that the 
hopes which they hold out of a speedy termination 
of hostilities had not, at the last dates, been realiz- 
ed. By accounts from Jacksonville, via Charles- 
ton, 8. C. general Jesup was still at Dade’s battle 
ground; the chiefs had not returned as they agreed 
to do, and the Indians had not held a talk. The 
chiefs are said to be willing to give up, but the 
young men, who have plenty of ammunition, are 
unwilling to do so. 

It is also stated, that 400 Indians warriors of Phi- 
lip’s gang were concentrated near Pilatkakahah, and 
that there was a large number of Indians near Mus- 
quito. In consequence of these warlike movements, 
general Jesup had sent to Garey’s ferry for 400 
horses, and was about to renew the campaign.— 
Nearly one hundred Indians had been in his camp, 
and Abraham and others were allowed free egress 
and ingress. 

A report prevails among the Indians that general 
Jesup in holding out the offer of a talk, intends to 
get them, handcuff them, and ship them off, and 
this has prevented their attending. Many of them 
are now going south with their families, 
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THE INAUGURATION. 


From the Washington Globe. 


All the encomitants which attended the inaugu- 


ration were in happy keeping with the principal 
and attracting objects. A lovely day of brightest 
sunshine gladdened every heart—a soft spring 
snow, which had fallen two days before, lost, in the 
warm day, its touch of water, and, in virgin purity, 
reflected from the surrounding hills the cheerin 
light and benignity of the heavens—the sane 
avenue, of more than a mile in extent, was throng- 
ed with citizens from every quarter of the union, 
all dressed in holiday suits, and cheering each 
other with eager salutations. At twelve o’clock 
the late venerable chief magistrate, with his suc- 
cessor by his side, took his seat in the beautiful 

heton built of the wood of the frigate Constitu- 
ion, and lately presented to him by the democracy 
of the city of New York, and preceded by a splen- 
did escort of cavalry and infantry, and a fine band 
of martial music, proceeded to the caPiTo1, through 
the Pennsylvania avenue. An immense crowd filled 
the square on the east front of the capitol. 

An opening was readily made for the late and 
present president, and the family of the former and 
of chief justice Taney, (who are at present inmates 
of the president’s mansion), and, under the conduct 
of Messrs. Grundy, Parker and Tallmadge, the 
committee appointed by the senate, they proceeded 
to the senate chamber. On ascending the steps of 
the eastern portico, cheers of unanimous greeting 
rose from the surrounding people, and were repeat- 
ed with an affecting emphasis, when the whitened 
head of the toil-worn general was seen, for the first 
time since his sickness, and probably for the last 
time, rising above the rest, as he ascended the por- 
tico of the capitol. After reaching the senate, the 
procession was formed as set down in the published 
arrangements; and president Van Buren, attended 
by his predecessor, the members of the senate, of 
the cabinet, and of the diplomatic corps of foreign 
nations, led the way to the rostrum erected on the 
ascent to the eastern portico. He then delivered 
his inaugural address in clear and impressive tones, 
and in an easy and eloquent manner. At the close 
of it, the oath of office was administered by chief 
justice Taney. 

There never was a more sublime spectacle pre- 
sented to the reflecting mind, than was exhibited 
in the fixed attention, the perfect order and quiet, 
which held the immense auditory in view of the 
rostrum as still as the seaina perfect calm. No- 
thing disturbed the profound interest which those 
within the reach of the speaker’s voice gave to the 
address. Those beyond it, stood with a stead 

aze on the objects elevated by the public confi- 

ence to the high station which the one was about 
to abandon, and the other to enter upon. So ab- 
sorbing and riveting was the sense of the immedi- 
ate transaction, that rg & we are told, did not 
even hear the peals of the cannon firing at the 
time a federal salute at the navy yard, though it re- 
verberated in the surrounding hills like sounds of 
distant thunder. How beautifully this fact illus- 
trates the feeling of our countrymen. The maxim 
that “inter arma leges silent” has its counterpart 
strikingly displayed on the late occasion. ile 
the organ of our civil institutions spoke in the gen- 
tlest tones, and was listened to with rapt attention, 
the thunder of the cannon which speaks the prowess 
of our country abroad, rolled over the capitol and 
was unheard. 

ARRANGEMENT 
Prepared by the committee. of the senate. 

The senate will convene on the 4th of March, at 
ten o’clock, when the oath will be administered to 
the vice president of the United States, and to 
the new members of the senate. 

I. Ata quarter before twelve, the president elect 
and a will arrive at the capitol, and be 
met on the eastern portico by the committee of ar- 
rangements, and conducted into the senate cham- 
ber, attended by the heads of departments and the 
chief justice of the United States, for whom seats 
will be provided in front of the president’s chair. 
On the entrance of the president elect and ex-presi- 
dent, the senate will rise. 

Seats will be provided for the president elect and 
ex-president in front of the chair, and for the chief 
justice and heads of departments on the right, and 
for the foreign ministers and charges, and the 
mayor and councils of the city of Washington, on 
the left of the chair. 

Il. At twelve o’clock the senate will proceed to 
the eastern portico of the capitol in the following 
order: 

1. Marshal of the District and sergeant-at-arms 
of the senate, in front. 

2. Committee of arrangements. 

3. President elect and ex-president. 


| 


4, Chief justice. 

5. The vice president and secretary of the senate. 

6. The members of the senate. 

7. The heads of departments. 

8. The ministers and charges of foreign nations. 
_ 9. The mayor and councils of the city of Wash- 
ington. 

II. On reaching the front of the portico, the 
president elect and the ex-president will take the 
seats provided for them. 

IV. The committee of arrangements and chief 
justice will occupy a position immediately west of 
the president. 

V. The vice president, the secretary, the mem- 
bers of the senate, will occupy the front of the 
portico on the right; and the late apenas, the clerk, 
and late members of the house of representatives, 
on the left of the president. 

VI. The heads of departments, and ministers 
and charges of foreign nations, will occupy a posi- 
tion on the portico west of the president and next 
to the committee. 

VII. The ladies, and such persons as, by the 
rules of the two houses, are entitled to admission 
on the floor of their Halls, and civil, military and 
naval officers, will occupy the residue of the porti- 
co. 

VIII. The steps in front of the portico will, as 
far as required, be occupied by ladies and gentle- 
men accompanying them; and citizens and strang- 
ers will occupy the remainder of the steps and the 
area in front of the portico. 

1X. The marshal of the District and sergeant-at- 
arms of the senate and house of representatives, will 
see that these arrangements be observed, and are 
charged with the preservation of order. 

X. After the address is delivered, the oath will 
be administered to the president by the chief justice; 
and the vice president, secretary and members of 
the senate, preceded by their sergeant-at-arms, 
will return to the senate chamber. 

Accordingly, before cries. to take the oath 
of office, the president elect delivered to the as- 
sembled multitude the following 

ADDRESS. 

Fellow cilizens: The practice of all my predeces- 
sors imposes on me an obligation I cheerfully ful- 
fil, to accompany the first and solemn act of my pub- 
lic trust with an avowal of the principles that will 
cor me in performing it, and an expression of my 

eelings on assuming a charge so responsible and 
vast. In imitating their example, I tread in the 
footsteps of illustrious men, whose superiors, it is 
our happiness to believe, are not found on the ex- 
ecutive calendar of any country. Among them, 
we recognise the earliest and firmest pillars of the 
republic; those by whom our national indepen- 
dence was first declared; him who, above all others, 
contributed to establish it on the field of battle; and 
those whose expanded intellect and patriotism con- 
structed, improved and perfected the inestimable 
institutions under which we live. If such men, in 
the position I now oecupy, felt themselves over- 
whelmed by a sense of gratitude for this, the high- 
est of all marks of their capt confidence, and 
by a consciousness of their inability adequately to 
discharge the duties of an office so difficult and ex- 
alted, how much more must these considerations 
affect one, who can rely on no such claims for fa- 
vor er forbearance. Unlike all who have preceded 
me, the revolution, that gave us existence as one 
people, was achieved at the period of my birth; 
and, whilst I contemplate with aate reverence 
that memorable event, I feel that I belong to a later 
age, and that I may not expect my countrymen to 
— my actions with the same kind and partial 
and. 

So sensibly, fellow citizens, do these circum- 
stances press themselves upon me, that I should 
not dare to enter upon my path of duty, did I not 
look for the generous aid of those who will be as- 
sociated with me in the various and co-ordinate 
branches of the government; did I not repose, with 
unwavering reliance, on the patriotism, the intelli- 

ence and the kindness, of a people who never yet 
icone a public servant honestly laboring in their 
cause; and, above all, did I not permit myself hum- 
bly to hope for the sustaining support of an ever 
watchful and beneficent Providence. 

To the confidence and consolation derived from 
these sources, it would be ungrateful not to add 
those which spring from our present fortunate con- 
dition. Though not altogether bain from em- 
barrassments that disturb our uillity at home 
and vo it abroad, yet, \e all Megane * 
a at, happy and flourishin ple, we stan 
without a parallel in the oman broad, we enjoy 
the respect, and, with scarcely an exception, the 
friendship of every nation; at home, while our go- 





a 
legitimate end of political institutions, it ’doing 4, 
greatest good at 1e greatest number, we Sig 
an egate of human prosperity sure] 

sat teks found. oe ene ce. 

How imperious, then, is the ae. canny imposed 
upon every citizen, in his own sphere of action 
whether limited or extended, to exert himself ;; 
a IEE a condition of things so singularly 

appy. All the lessons of history and experienc, 
must be lost upon us, if we are content to tres 
alone to the peculiar advantages we happen to pos. 
sess. Position and climate, and the bounteous j.. 
sources that nature has scattered with so liberal . 
hend—even the diffused intelligence and elevated 
character of our people—will avail us nothing, jf 
we fail sacredly to uphold those political institution, 
that were wisely and deliberately formed, with j.. 
ference to every circumstance that could presery, 
or might endanger, the blessings we enjoy. Th 
thoughtful framers of our constitution legislated fo, 
our country as they found it. Looking upon j 
with the eyes of statesmen and of patriots, they say, 
all the sources of rapid and eedhavtat prosperity. 
but they saw also that various habits, opinions ani 
institutions, peculiar to the various portions of g 
vast a region, were deeply fixed. Distinct Sove. 
reignties were in actual existence, whose cordial 
union was essential to the welfare and happiness of 
all. Between many of them there was, at least t 
some extent, a real diversity of interests, liable tp 
be exaggerated through sinister designs; they dif 
fered in size, in population, in wealth, and in a. 
tual and prospective resources and power; they 
varied in the character of their industry and staple 
productions; and in some existed domestic instity. 
tions, which, unwisely disturbed, might endanger 
the harmony of the whole. Most carefully were 
all these circumstances weighed, and the founda. 
tions of the new government laid upon principles 
of reciprocal concession and equitable compromise, 
The jealousies which the smaller states might en. 
tertain of the power of the rest were allayed bya 
rule of representation, confessedly unequal at the 
time, and designed forever to remainso. A natural 
fear that the broad scope of general legislation 
might bear upon and unwisely control particular 
interests, was counteracted by limits strictly drawn 
around the action of the federal authority; and to 
the people and the states was left unimpaired their 
sovereign power over the innumerable subjects 
embraced in the internal government of a just re- 
public, excepting such only as necessarily apper- 
tain to the concerns of the whole confederacy, o 
its intercourse, as a united community, with the 
other nations of the world. 

This provident forecast has been verified by 
time. Half a century, teeming with extraordinay 
events, and elsewhere producing astonishing re- 
sults, has passed along; but on our institutions it 
has left no injurious mark. From a small comm- 
nity, we have risen to a people powerful in nun- 
bers and in strength; but with our increase has 
gone, hand in hand, the progress of just oe oF 
the privileges, civil and religious, of the humblest 
individual are still sacredly protected at home; and, 
while the valor and fortitude of our people have re- 
moved far from us the slightest apprehension of fo- 
reign power, they have not yet induced us, in? 
single instance, to forget what is right. Our com 
merce has been extended to the remotest natiors: 
the value, and even nature, of our productions hes 
been greatly changed; a wide difference has aris 
in the relative wealth and resources of every p0- 
tion of our country; yet the spirit of mutual regarl 
and of faithful adherence to existing compacts, bes 
continued to prevail in our councils, and never long 
been absent from our conduct. We have learie 
by experience a fruitful lesson: that an implicit@ 
undeviating adherence to the principles on whic 
we set out can carry us prosperously onwatl 
through all the conflicts of circumstances, and the 
vicissitudes inseparable from the lapse of years. 

The success that has thus attended our great ¢* 
periment, is, in itself, a sufficient cause for gratitude, 
on account of the happiness it has actually confer 
red, and the example it has unanswerably given.— 
But to me, my fellow citizens, looking forward to th 
far-distant future, with ardent prayers and confiding 
hopes, this retrospect presents a ground for still deep- 
er delight. It impresses on my mind a firm belié 
that the perpetuity of our institutions depends up? 
ourselves; that, if we maintain the principles 
which they were established, they are destined 1 
confer their benefits on countless generations y¢t to 
come, and that America will present to every rie? 
of mankind the cheerin 
vernment, wisely formed, is wanting in no eleme? 
of endurance or strength. Fifty years ago, its rap 
failure was boldly predicted. Latent and uncontror 
lable causes of dissolution were supposed to ex!*» 





}vernment quietly, but efficiently, performs the sole | 
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——— 
speculative theorists anticipate for us the 
fate of past republics, but the fears of many an ho- 
atriot overbalanced his sanguine hopes. Look 
pack on these forebodings, not hastily, but relunc- 
tantly made, and see how, in every instance, they 
have completely failed. ; 

An imperfect experience, during the pre re: of 
the revolution, was supposed to warrant a be lef that 
people would not bear the taxation requisite to 
discharge an immense public debt already incurred, 
and to defray the necessary expenses of the govern- 
ment. ‘The cost of two wars has been paid, not only 
without a murmur, but with unequalled alacrity.— 
No one is now left to doubt that every burden will 
be cheerfully borne that may be necessary to sustain 
our civilinstitutions, or ard our honor or our wel- 
fare. Indeed, all experience has shown that the 
willingness of the people to contribute to these ends 


- jncases of emergency, has uniformly outrun the con- 


fidence of their representatives. 
In the early stages of the new government, when 


all felt the imposing influence, as they recognized 


the unequalled services of the first president, it was 
a common sentiment, that the great weight of his 


Es character could alone bind the discordant materials 


4 of our government together, and save us from the 


q nearly forty years are gone. 











violence of contending factions. Since his death, 
Party exasperation has 
been often carried to its highest point; the virtue and 
the fortitude of the people have sometimes been 

reatly tried; yet our system, purified and enhanced 
in value by all it has encountered, still preserves its 


b 
| spirit of free and fearless discussion, blended with 


unimpaired fraternal feeling. 
The capacity of the people for self-government, 


- and their willingness, from a high sense of duty, and 
' without those exhibitions of coercive power so ge- 
 nerally employed in other countries, to submit to all 
' needful restraints and exactions of the municipal 
~ law, have also been favorably exemplified in the his- 
' tory of the American states. 
true, the ardor of public sentiment, outrunning the 


Occasionally, it is 


regular progress of the judicial tribunals, or seeking 
to reach cases notdenounced as criminal by the ex- 


| isting law, has displayed itself in a manner calculat- 
' ed to give pain to the friends of free government, 


and to encourage the hopes of those who wish for 
its overthrow. These occurrences, however, have 
been far less frequent in our country than in any 
other of equal population on the globe; and with the 
diffusion of intelligence, it may well be hoped that 


_ they will constantly diminish in frequency and vio- 


lence. The generous patriotism andsound common 
sense of the great mass of our fellow citizens, will 


’ assuredly, in time, produce this result; for, as every 
» assumption of illegal power not only wounds the 
» majest 
abridging the liberties of the people, the latter have 
_ the mostdirect and permanent interest in preserving 
_ the great land marks of social order, and maintain- 


of the law, but furnishes a pretext for 


> ing, on all vecasions, the inviolability of those con- 
> stitutional and legal provisions which they them- 
> selves have made. 


{n asupposed unfitness of our institutions for those 


» hostile emergencies, which no country can always 


> avoid, their friends fonnd a fruitful source of ap 


re- 
hension, their enemies of hope. While they ie. 
saw less promptness of action than in governments 
differently formed, they overlooked the far more im- 
tv consideration that, with us, war could never 

é the result of individual or irresponsible will, but 
must be a measure of redress for injuries sustained, 
voluntarily resorted to by those who were to bear the 


hecessary sacrifice, who would consequently feel an 


individual interest in the contest, and whose ener y 
would be commensurate with the difficulties to be 
encountered. Actualevents have proved their error; 
the last war, far from impairing, gave new confi- 
dence to our government; and amid recent appre- 

ensions of a similar conflict, we saw that the ener- 
gles of our country would not be wanting in ample 


» Season to vindicate its rights. We may not possess, 


a3 we should not desire to possess, the extended and 


; ver ready military organization of other nations; 


We may occasionally suifer in the outset for the want 
of it; but, among ourselves, all doubt upon this great 
ter ro ceased, while a salutary experience will 
vent a contrary opinion from invitin ssion 
‘tom abroad. i cs 
Certain danger was foretold from the extension of 
our territory, the multiplication of states, and the in- 
crease of | piney apt: Our system was supposed to 
be adapted only to boundaries comparatively narrow. 
ese have been widened beyond conjecture; the 


| Members of our confederacy are already doubled; 


» 8nd the members of our 


people are incredibly aug- 
inented. The alleged causes of danger have long 


; “Urpassed anticipation, but none of the consequences 


ave followed. The power and influence of the re- 
Public have risen to a height obvious to all mankind; 
respect for its authority was not more apparent at 
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its ancient, than it is at its present limits; new and 
inexhaustible sources of general prosperity have been 
opened; the effects of distance have boas averted by 
the inventive genius of our people, developed and 
fostered by the spirit of our institutions; and the en- 
— variety and amount of interests, productions, 
and pursuits, have strengthened the chain of mutual 
dependance, and formed a circle of mutual benefits, 
too apparent ever to be overlooked. 

In justly balancing the powers of the federal and 
state authorities, difficulties nearly insurmountable 
arose at the outset, and subsequent collisions were 
deemed inevitable. Amid these, it was scarcely be- 
lieved possible that a scheme of government, so 
complex in construction, could remain uninjured.— 
From time to time embarrassments have certainly 
occurred; but how just is the confidence of future 
safety imparted by the knowledge that each in suc- 
cession has been happily removed. Overlooking 
partial and temporary evils as inseparable from the 

ractical operation of all human institutions, and 
ooking only to the general result, every patriot has 
reason to be satisfied. While the federal govern- 
ment has successfully performed its appropriate 
functions in relation to foreign affairs, and concerns 
evidently national, that of every state has remarka- 
bly improved in protecting and developing local in- 
terests and individual welfare; and if the vibrations 
of authority have occasionally tended too much to- 
wards one or the other, it is unquestionably certain 
that the ultimate operation of the entire system has 
been to strengthen all the existing institutions, and 
to elevate our whole country in prosperity and re- 
nown. 

The last, perhaps the greatest, of the prominent 
sources of discord and disaster supposed to lurk in 
our political condition, was the institution of domes- 
tic slavery. Our forefathers were deeply impressed 
with the delicacy of this subject, and they treated it 
with a forbearance so evidently wise, that, in spite 
of every sinister foreboding, it never, until the pre- 
sent period, disturbed the tranquillity of our common 
country. Such a resultis sufficient evidence of the 
justice and the patriotism of their course; it is evi- 
dence not to be mistaken, that an adherence to it 
can prevent all embarrassment from this, as well as 
from every other anticipated cause of difficulty or 
danger. Have not recent events made it obvious to 
the slightest reflection, that the least deviation from 
this spirit of forbearance is injurious to every inte- 
rest, that of humanity included? Amidst the vio- 
lence of excited passions, this generons and fraternal 
feeling has been sometimes disregarded; and, stand- 
ing as I now do before my countrymen in this high 
place of honor and of trust, I cannot refrain from 
anxiously invoking my fellow citizens never to be 
deaf to its dictates. Perceiving, before my election, 
the deep interest this subject was beginning tu ex- 
cite, I believed it a solemn duty fully to make known 
my sentiments in regard to it; and now, when every 
motive for misrepresentations has passed away, I 
trust that they will be candidly weighed and under- 
stood. At least, they will be my standard of con- 
duct jn the path before me. I then declared that, if 
the desire of those of my amend soaps who were fa- 
vorable to my election was gratified, ‘I must go into 
the presidential chair the inflexible and uncompro- 
mising opponent of every attempt, on the asi of 
congress, to abolish slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, against the wishes of the slaveholding states; 
and also with a determination equally decided to re- 
sist the slightest interference with it in the states 
where it exists.” I submitted also to my fellow 
citizens, with fullness and frankness, the reasons 
which led me to this determination. The result au- 
thorises me to believe that they have been approved, 
and are confided in, by a majority of the a pe of 
the United States, including those whom they most 
immediately affect. It now only remains to add, 
that no bill conflicting with these views can ever re- 
ceive my constitutional sanction. These opinions 
have been adopted in the firm belief that they are in 
accordance with the spirit that actuated the venerat- 
ed fathers of the republic, and that succeeding ex- 
perience has proved them to be humane, patriotic, 
expedient, honorable and just. If the agitation of 
this subject was intended to reach the stability of 
our institutions, enough has occurred to show that it 
has signally failed; and that in this, as in every other 
instance, the apprehensions of the timid and the 
hopes of the wicked for the destruction of our go- 
vernment, are again destined to be disappointed.— 
Here and there, indeed, scenes of dangerous excite- 
meet have occurred; ris ie ewer of local vio- 
lence have been witnessed; and a reckless disregard 
of the consequences of their conduct has exposed in- 
dividuals to popularindignation; but neither masses 
of the people, nor sections of the country, have been 
swerved from their devotion to the bond of union, 
and the principles it has made sacred. It will be 
ever thus. Such attempts at dangerous agitation 
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may periodically return, but with each the object 
will be better understood. That predominating af- 
fection for our political system which prevails 
throughout our territorial limits; that calm and en- 
lightened judgment which ultimately governs our 
people as one vast body; will always be at hand to 
resist and control every effort, foreign or domestic, 
which aims, or would lead, to overthrow our insti- 
tutions. 

What can be more gratifying than such a retro- 
spect as this! We look back on obstacles avoided, 
and dangers overcome; on expectations more than 
realized, and prosper? perfectly secured. To the 
hopes of the hostile, the fears of the timid, and the 
doubts of the anxious, actual experience has given 
the conclusive reply. We have seen time gradual- 
ly dispel every unfavorable foreboding, and our 
constitution surmount every adverse circumstance, 
dreaded at the outset as beyond control. Present 
excitement will, at all times, magnify present dan- 
gers; but true philosophy must teach us that none 
more threatening than the past can remain to be 
overcome; and we ought, for we have just reason, 
to entertain an abiding confidence in the eng of 
our institutions, and an entire conviction that, if ad- 
ministered in the true form, character and spirit in 
which they were establised, they are abundantly 
adequate to preserve to us and our children the rich 
blessings already derived from them; to make our 
beloved land, for a thousand generations, that cho- 
sen spot where happiness springs from a perfect 
equality of political nghts. 

For myself, therefore, I desire to declare, that the 
principle that will govern me in the high duty to 
which my country calls me, is, a strict adherence 
to the letter and spirit of the constitution, as it was 
designed by those who framed it. Looking back to 
it as a sacred instrument carefully and not easily 
framed; remembering that it was throughout a work 
of concession and compromise; viewing it as limit- 
ed to national objects; regarding it as leaving to the 
people and the states all power not explicitly part- 
ed with; I shall endeavor to preserve, protect and 
defend it, by anxiously referring to its provision for 
direction in every action. To matters of domestic 
concernment which it has intrusted to the federal 
government, and to such as relate to our intercourse 
with foreign nations, I shall zealously devote my- 
self; beyond those limits I shall never pass. 

To enter, on this occasicn, into a further or more 
minute exposition of my views on the various ques- 
tions of domestic policy, would be as obtrusive as 
it is probably unexpected. Before the suffrages of 
my countrymen were conferred upon me, I submit- 
ted to them, with great precision, my opinions on 
all the most prominent of these subjects. Those 
opinions I shall endeavor to carry out with my ut- 
most ability. 

Our course of foreign policy has been so uniform 
and intelligible, as to constitute a rule of executive 
conduct which leaves little to my discretion, unless, 
indeed, I were willing to run counter to the lights 
of experience, and the known opinions of my con- 
stituents. We sedulously cultivate the friendship 
of all nations, as the condition most compatible with 
our welfare, and the principles of our government. 
We decline alliances, as adverse to our peace. We 
desire commercial relations on equal terms, being 
ever willing to give a fair equivalent for advantages 
received. We endeavor to conduct our intercourse 
with openness and sincerity; promptly avowing our 
objects, and seeking to establish that mutual frank- 
ness which is as beneficial in the dealings of nations 
as of men. We have no disposition, and we dis- 
claim all right, to meddle in disputes, whether in- 
ternal or foreign, that may molest other countries; 
regarding them, in their actual state, as social com- 
munities, and preserving a strict neutrality in all 
their controversies. Well knowing the tried valor 
of our people, and our exhaustless resources, we 
neither anticipate nor fear any designed aggression; 
and, in the consciousness of our own just conduct, 
we feel a security that we shall never be called up- 
on to exert our determination, never to permit an 
invasion of our rights, without punishment or re- 
dress. 

In approaching, then, in the presence of my as- 
sembled countrymen, to make the solemn promise 
that yet remains, and to Ane myself that I will 
faithfully execute the office I am about to fill, I 
bring with me a settled purpose to maintain the in- 
stitutions of my country, which, I trust, will atone 
for the errors I commit. 

In receiving from the people the sacred trust 
twice confided to my illustrions predecessor, and 
which he has discharged so faithfully and so well, [ 
know that I cannot expect to perform the arduong 
task with equal ability and success. But, united ag 
I have been in his counsels, a daily witness of his 
exclusive and unsurpassed devotion to his country’ 
welfare, agreeing with him in sentiments which 
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countrymen have warmly supported, and permitted 
to partake largely of his confidence, I may hope 
that somewhat of the same cheering approbation 
will be found to attend upon my path. For him, I 
but express, with my own, the wishes of all—that 
he may yet long live to enjoy the brilliant evening 
of his well-spent life; and, for myself, conscious of 
but one desire, faithfully to serve my country, I 
throw myself, without fear, on its justice and its 
kindness. Beyond that, I only look to the gracious 
rotection of the Divine Being, whose strengthen- 
ing support I humbly solicit, and whom I fervently 
pray to look down upon us all. May it be among 
the dispensations of his providence to bless our be- 
loved country with honors and with length of days; 
may her ways be ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths be peace. 
After the ceremonies of the morning of the inau- 
ration were concluded, the diplomatic body paid 
eir parting respects to general Jackson, and made 
their congratulations to the president, in the ladies’ 
drawing room of the president’s house. The senor 
don Angel Calderon de la Barca, minister of Spain, 
(the oldest minister present), was the organ by 
which their sentiments were expressed. These 
addresses, aud the answers of the general and the 
resident, we have obtained, and now publish them 
or the gratification of our readers. 


Address to general Jackson. 

Monsieur LE GENERAL: En prenant conge de 
votre excellence, les membres du corps diploma- 
tique croient devoir s’acquitter de l’agreable tache 
de vous exprimer leur gratitude pour l’accueil ami- 
cal et bienveillant qu’ils ont constamment eprouve 
de votre part; ainsi que pour les efforts employes 
avec succes par votre excellence pour conserver 
V’harmonie qui subsiste heureusement entre cette 
republique et les gouvernemens representes a Wash- 
ington. 

uisse la Divine Providence vous accorder, Mon- 
sieur le General, dans la condition privee ou vous 
allez rentrer, tous les bienfaits de la felicite domes- 
tique et d’une parfaite sante. 

els sont les sentimens et tels sont les desirs de 
chacun des membres du corps diplomatique dont 
j'ai Vhonneur et le bonheur d’etre l’interprete dans 
cette occasion. 

[ Translation of the above.]} 

GENERAL: The diplomatic body, in taking leave 
of your excellency, consider it their agreeable duty 
to express to you their gratitude for the friendly 
kindness with which they have been always receiv- 
ed by you, as well as for your successful endeavors 
to preserve the harmony existing between this re- 

ublic and the governments they represent in Wash- 


ington. 

‘May God bestow upon you, general, in the pri- 
vate condition to which you are now going to re- 
tire, all the blessings of domestic felicity and per- 
fect health. 

Such are the sentiments, and such the sincere 
wishes, of every one of the members of the diplo- 
matic body, whose interpreter it is my happy lot 
and my honor to be on the present occasion. 

General Jackson’s reply. 
GENTLEMEN: I receive with great sensibility 
this manifestation of personal kindness from the di- 
lomatic body. It is particularly grateful to me to 
Tnask that my constant desire to observe towards 
all of you that courtesy which was due to your re- 
presentative and personal characters has been felt 
and understood. I thank God that my ceuntry, 
during my administration of its affairs, has main- 
tained its peaceful relations with yours, and I feel 
assured that they will long endure, under the gene- 
ral conviction that reciprocal justice is the duty of 
nations in their intercourse with each other. 

For your prosperity in this world you have my 
best wishes; and for your happiness in that to 
which, in the order of nature, I must expect to go 
before you, you shall have my fervent prayers. 

Address to the president. 

Monsteur LE Presipent: Le corps diploma- 
tique accredite pres de cette republique a l’honneur 
de feliciter votre excellence pour la preuve flatteuse 
de confiance et d’estime que vous venez de recevoir 
de vos concitoyens. Il nourrit l’agreable et solide 
espoir que pendant le tems que vous occuperez le 

oste eleve de premier magistrat de l’union les re- 
latinas d’amitie qui subsistent entre les Etats Unis 
et les gouvernemens representes a Washington se- 
ront non seulement conservees mais etendues et 
fortifiees par la sagesse de votre administration. 

M. le President, je regarde a la fois comme un 
honneur et comme un bonheur d’etre, en cette oc- 
casion solemnelle, dont le souvenir ne s’effacera 
jamais de ma memoire, l’interprete des sentimens 
qui animent le corps diplomatique envers votre ex- 
cellence, et d’avoir a remplir l’agreable devoir de 


vous exprimer, au nom de chacum des representans 
qui le composent, Jes sinceres veux qu’ils forment 
pour la progressif prosperite de cette republique, et 
pour votre gloire et bien-etre personnel. 

The president’s reply. 

Sir: I am deeply affected by the congratulations 
po the diplomatic body accredited to the United 

tes. 

That the friendly relations so happily subsisting 
between the governments you represent and the 
United States may never be interrupted, should be 
the wish of all. You do me but ignetine in suppos- 
ing that the promotion of this end will constitute a 
cardinal feature of my official action. In my ef- 
forts to accomplish it, I shall be encouraged by the 
conviction that in no way can I more effectually 
fulfil the desire, or promote the welfare of my con- 
stituents—the people of the United States. 

I take great pleasure in expressing, on this occa- 
sion, my earnest wishes for the prosperity of the 
nations you respectively represent, and for the per- 
sonal happiness and renown of those who preside 
over them. 

To yourself, sir, and to the other members of the 
diplomatic body, I desire to offer, with my sincere 
acknowledgements for the kind feelings employed 
in your address, the assurance of my personal es- 
teem and cordial good wishes. 


FAREWELL ADDRESS OF ANDREW JACK- 
SON TO THE PEOPLE OF THE U.S8. 

FELLOW CITIZENS: Being about to retire finally 
from public life, I beg leave to offer you my grate- 
ful thanks for the many proofs of kindness and con- 
fidence which I have received at your hands. It 
has been my fortune, in the discharge of public du- 
ties, civil and military, frequently to have found my- 
self in difficult and trying situations, where prompt 
decision and energetic action were necessary, and 
where the interest of the country required that high 
responsibilities should be fearlessly encountered: 
and it is with the deepest emotions of gratitude that 
I acknowledge the continued and unbroken confi- 
dence with which you have sustained me in every 
trial. My public life has been a long one, and I 
cannot hope that it has, at all times, been free from 
errors. ButI have the consolation of knowing that, 
if mistakes have been committed, they have not se- 
riously injured the country I so anxiously endea- 
vored to serve; and, at the moment when I surren- 
der my last public trust, I leave this great people 

rosperous and happy; in the full enjoyment of 
iberty and peace: and honored and respected by 
every nation of the world. 

If my humble efforts have, in any degree, contri- 
buted to preserve to you these blessings, 1 have been 
more than rewarded by the honors you have heaped 
upon me; and, above all, by the generous confi- 
dence with which you have supported me in every 
peril, and with which you have continued to ani- 
mate and cheer my path to the closing hour of my 
political life. The time has now come, when ad- 
vanced age and a broken frame warn me to retire 
from public concerns; but the recollection of the 
many favors you have bestowed upon me is engra- 
ven upon my heart, and I have felt that I could not 
part from your service without making this public 
acknowledgment of the gratitude I owe you. And 
if I use the occasion tu offer to you the counsels of 
age and experience, you will, 1 trust, receive them 
with the same indulgent kindness which you have 
so often extended to me; and will, at least, see in 
them an earnest desire to perpetuate, in this favor- 
ed land, the blessings of liberty and equal laws. 

We have now lived almost fifty years under the 
constitution framed by the sages and patriots of the 
revolution. The conflicts in which the nations of 
Europe were engaged during a great part of this 
period; the spirit in which they waged war against 
each other; and our intimate commercial connex- 
ions with every part of the civilized world, render- 
ed it a time of much difficulty for the government 
of the United States. We have had our seasons of 
peace and of war, with all the evils which precede 
or follow a state of hostility with powerful nations. 
We encountered these trials with our constitution 
yet in its infancy, and under the disadvantages 
which a new and untried government must always 
feel when it is called upon to put forth its whole 
strength, without the lights of experience to guide 








it, or the weight of precedents to justify its mea-, 


|sures. But we have passed triumphantly through 
all these difficulties. Our constitution is no longer 

|a doubtful experiment; and, at the end of nearly 
| half a century, we find that it has preserved unim- 
| paired the liberties of the people, secured the rights 
of property, and that our country has improved and 
is flourishing beyond any former example in the 

history of nations. 
In our domestic concerns there is every thing to 


encourage us; and if you are true to yourselves, no- 





—> 
thing can impede your march to the higheg ,- 
of i Samat, The states which aye int 
long been retarded in their improvement, by the I 
dian tribes residing in the midst of them, ar - 
length relieved from the evil; and this unhappy oe 

.- @ . Ce 
—the original dwellers in our land—are now lac 
in a situation where we may well hope that ¢, 
will share in the blessings of civilization, anq rf 
saved from that degradation and destruction to Which 
they were rapidly hastening while they remaineg ; 
the states; and while the safety and comfort of a 
own citizens have been greatly promoted by thei 
removal, the philanthropist will rejoice that the 
remnant of this ill-fated race has been at Jey 
placed beyond the reach of injury or oppressio, 
and that the paternal care of the general goyen, 
ens will hereafter watch over them and _proteg 
them. 

If we turn to our relations with foreign powe, 
we find our condition equally gratifying. Actuate 
by the sincere desire to do justice to every natio, 
and to preserve the blessings of peace, our inter. 
course with them has been conducted on the pay 
of this government in the spirit of frankness, and} 
take pleasure in saying, that it has generally been 
met in a corresponding temper. Difficulties of oj 
standing have been surmounted by friendly diseys. 
sion, and the mutual desire to be just; and the 
claims of our citizens, which had been long with. 
held, have at length been acknowledged and adjust. 
ed, and satisfactory arrangements made for thej; 
final payment; and with a limited, and, I trust, a 
temporary exception, our relations with every {. 
reign power are now of the most friendly characte; 
—our commerce continually expanding, and oy 
flag respected in every quarter of the world. 

hese cheering and grateful prospects, and these 
multiplied favors, we owe, under Providence, to the 
adoption of the federal constitution. It is no longer 
a question whether this great country can remaiy 
happily united, and flourish under our present form 
of government. Experience, the unerring test of all 
human undertakings, has shown the wisdoin and fore. 
sight of those who formed it; and _ has proved, that 
in the union of these states there is a sure found. 
tion for the brightest hopes of freedom, and for the 
happiness of the people. At every hazard, and by 
every sacrifice, this union must be preserved. 

The necessity of watching with jealous anxiety 
for the preservation of the union, was earnestly 
pressed upon his fellow citizens by the father of his 
country, in his farewell address. He has there told 
us, that ‘“‘while experience shall not have demon- 
strated its impracticability, there will always be 
reason to distrust the patriotism of those who, in 
any quarter, may endeavor to weaken its bonds;” 
and he has cautioned us, in the strongest terms, 
against the formation of parties, on geographical 
discriminations, as one of the means which might 
disturb our union, and to which designing men 
would be likely to resort. 

The lessons contained in this invaluable legacy 
of Washington to his countrymen should be cherish: 
ed in the heart of every citizen to the latest gener. 
tion; and, perhaps, at no period of time could they 
be more usefully remembered than at the present 
moment. For when we look upon the scenes that 
are passing around us, and dwell upon the pages of 
his parting address, his paternal counsels woul 
seem to be not merely the ofispring of wisdom and 
foresight, but the voice of prophecy foretelling 
events and warning us of the evil to come. For! 
years have passed since this imperishable doct: 
ment was given to his countrymen. The federtl 
constitution was then regarded by him as an éx- 
periment, and he so speaks of it in his address; bul 
an experiment upon the success of which the bes! 
hopes of his country depended, and we all know 
that he was prepared to lay down his life, if ne 
cessay, to secure to it a full and a fair trial. The 
trial has been made. It has succeeded beyond 
the proudest hopes of those who framed it. Every 
quarter of this widely extended nativn has felt is 
blessings, and shared in the general prosperity pro 
duced by its adoption. But amid this general pros 
perity and splendid success, the dangers of which 

e warned us are becoming every day more ev" 
dent, and the signs of evil are sufficiently appar! 
to awaken the deepest anxiety in the bosom of the 
patriot. We behold systematic efforts public! 
made to sow the seeds of discord between dif- 
ferent parts of the U. States, and to place party div 
sions directly upon geographical distinctions; to &* 
cite the south against the north, and the north agai” 
the south, and to force into the controversy the mo 
delicate and exciting topics—topics upon whic 


it is impossible that a large portion of the unio! 
Appeals: 
too, are constantly made to sectional interests, mM 
order to influence the election of the chief mag'* 
trate, as if it were desired that he should favor* 


can ever speak without strong emotion. 
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_ 
Lt ~rticnlar quarter of the bounties Seabees of fulfil- 
= fing the duties of his station wi impartial justice 
to all; and the possible dissolution of the union has 
t length become an ordinary and familiar subject 
t discussion. Has the warning voice of Washing- 
re been forgotten? or have designs already been 
i formed to sever the union? Let it not be sappased 
that I impute to all of those who have taken an 
active part in these unwise and unprofitable discus- 
sions, a want of patriotism or of public virtue. The 
honorable feelings of state pride, and local attach- 
ments, find a place in the bosoms of the most en- 
lightened and pure. But while such men are con- 
scious of their own integrity and honesty of pur- 
) pose, they ought never to forget that the citizens 
of other states are their political brethren; and that, 
however mistaken they may be in their views, the 
great body of them are equally honest and upright 
with themselves. Mutual suspicions and reproaches 
may in time create mutual hostility, and artful and 
designing men will always be found, who are ready 
to foment these fatal divisions, and to inflame the 
natural jealousies of diferent sections of the coun- 
try! The history of the world is full of such ex- 
amples, and especially the history of republics. 
What have you to gain by division and dissension? 
Delude not yourselves with the belief that a breach 
once made may be afterwards repaired. If the union 
isonce severed the line of separation will grow 
wider and wider; and the controversies which are 
now debated and settled in the halls of legislation, 
will then be tried in fields of battle, and determined 
by the sword. Neither should you deceive your- 
selves with the hope, that the first line of separa- 
tion would be the permanent one, and that nothing 
but harmony and concord would be found in the 
' new associations formed upon the dissolution of 
‘this union. Local interests would still be found 
there, and unchastened ambition. And if the re- 


% 





collection of common dangers, in which the people 
_ of these United States stood side by side against 


the common foe; the memory of victories won by 


: _ their united valor; the prosperity and happiness 
~ they have enjoyed under the present constitution; 


the proud name they bear as citizens of this great 


_ republic: if all these recollections and proofs of 


~ common interest are not strong enongh to bind us 
_ together as one people, what tie will hold united 
» the new divisions of empire, when these bonds 
The 
first line of separation would not last fora single 
- generation; new fragments would be torn off; new 
” leaders would spring up; and this great and glorious 





: republic would soon be broken into a multitude 


g of petty states, without commerce, without credit; 
3 jealous of one another; armed for mutual aggres- 





' sion; loaded with taxes to pay armies and leaders; 
_ seeking aid against each other from foreign powers; 
~ insulted and trampled upon by the nations of Eu- 


rope, until harrassed with conflicts, and humbled 


_ and debased in spirit, they would be ready to sub- 
oR 
|" venturer, and to surrender their liberty for the 
' sake of repose. It is impossible to look on the con- 
_ Sequences that would inevitably follow the destruc- 
- tion of this government, and not feel indignant 


mit to the absolute dominion of any military ad- 


when we hear cold calculations about the value of 
» the union, and have so constantly before us a line 
of conduct so well calculated to weaken its ties. 
There is too much at stake to allow pride or 
passion to influence your decision. Never for a 
moment believe that the great body of the citizens 
of any state or states can deliberately intend to do 
| Wrong. They may, under the influence of tem- 
» Porary excitement or misguided opinions, commit 
mistakes; they may be misled fora time by the 
suggestions of self-interest; but in a community so 
enlightened and patriotic as the people of the U. 
tates, argument will soon make them sensible of 
er errors; and, when convinced, they will be 
ready to repair them. If they have no higher or 
etter motives to govern them, they will at least 
perceive that their own interest requires them to be 
Ag others as they hope to receive justice at their 
g, 


_, But in order to maintain the union unimpaired, 
it is absolutely necessary that the laws passed by 
he constituted authorities should be faith ully exe- 
cuted in every part of the country, and that every 
£00d citizen should, at all times, stand ready to 
put down, with the combined force of the nation, 
every attempt at unlawful resistance, under what- 
“ver pretext it may be made, or whatever shape 
it nay assume. Unconstitutional or oppressive laws 
passed by congress, either from 
“Troneous views, or the want of due consideration; 
: they are within the reach of judicial authority, 
© remedy is easy and peaceful; and if, from the 
character of the law, it is an abuse of power not 
Within the control of the judiciary, then free dis- 
on and ealm appeals to reason and to the jus- 








tice of the people will not fail to redress the wrong. 
But until the law shall be declared void by the 
courts, or repealed by congress, no individual, or 
combination of individuals, can be justified in forci- 
bly resisting its execution. It is impossible that 
any government can continue to exist upon any 
other principles. It would cease to be a govern- 
ment, and be unworthy of the name, if it had not 
the power to enforce the execution of its own laws 
within its own sphere of action. 

It is true that cases may be imagined disclosing 
such a settled purpose of usurpation and oppression, 
on the part of the government, as would justify an 
appeal to arms. Fhese, however, are extreme ca- 
ses, which we have no reason to apprehend in a go- 
vernment where the power is in the hands of a pa- 
triotic people; and no citizen who loves his country 
would, in any case whatever, resort to forcible re- 
sistance, unless he clearly saw that the time had 
come when a freeman should prefer death to sub- 
mission; for if such a struggle is once begun, and 
the citizens of one section of the country arrayed in 
arms against those of another in doubtful conflict, 
let the battle result as it may, there will be an end 
of the union, and, with it, an end to the hopes of 
freedom. The victory of the injured would not se- 
cure to them the blessings of liberty; it would avenge 
their wrongs, but they would themselves share in 
the common ruin. 

But the constitution cannot be maintained, nor 
the union preserved, in poe to public feeling, 
by the mere exertion of the coercive powers cova 
ed to the general government. The foundations 
must be laid in the affections of the people; in 
the security it gives to life, liberty, character, and 
propery: in every quarter of the country; and 
in the fraternal attachment which the citizens of the 
several states bear to one another as members of one 
political family, mutually contributing to promote 
the happiness of each other. Hence the citizens of 
every state should studiously avoid every thing cal- 
culated to wound the sensibility or offend the just 
pride of the people of other states; and they should 
frown upon any proceedings within their own bor- 
ders likely to disturb the tranquillity of their politi- 
cal brethren in other portions of the union. In a 
country so extensive as the United States, and with 
pursuits so varied, the internal regulations of the se- 
veral states must frequently differ from one another 
in he particulars; and this difference is una- 
voidably increased by the varying principles upon 
which the American colohies were originally plant- 
ed; principles which had taken deep root in their so- 
cial relations before the revolution, and, therefore, 
of necessity influencing their policy since they be- 
came free and independent states. But each state 
has the unquestionable right to regulate its own in- 
ternal concerns according to its own pleasure; and 
while it does notinterfere with the rights of the peo- 
ple of other states, or the rights of the union, every 
state must be the sole judge of the measures proper 
to secure the safety of its citizens and promote their 
happiness; and all efforts on the part of people of 
other states to cast odium upon their institutions, 
and all measures calculated to disturb their rights of 
property, or to put in jeopardy their peace and in- 
ternal tranquillity, are in direet opposition to the spi- 
rit in which the union was formed, and must endan- 
ger its safety. Motives of philanthropy may be as- 
signed for this unwarrantable interference; and weak 
men may persuade themselves for a moment that 
they are laboring in the cause of humanity, and as- 
serting the rights of the human race; but every one, 
upon sober reflection, will see that nothing but mis- 
chief can come from these improper assaults upon 
the feelings and rightsof others. Rest assured, that 
the men found busy in this work of discord are not 
worthy of your confidence, and deserve your strong- 
est reprobation. 

In the legislation of congress, also, and in every 
measure of the ener government, justice to every 
portion of the United States should be faithfully ob- 
served. No free government can stand without vir- 
tue in the people, and a lofty spirit of patriotism; 
and if the sordid feelings of mere selfishness shall 
usurp the place which ought to be filled by public 
spirit, the legislation of congress will soon be con- 
verted into a scramble for personal and sectional ad- 
vantages. Under our free institutions, the citizens 
of every quarter of our country are capable of attain- 
ing a high degree of prosperity and happiness, with- 
out seeking to profit themselves at the expense of 
others; and every such attempt must in the end fail 
to succeed, for the people in every part of the United 
States are too enlightened not to understand their 
own rights and interests, and to detect and defeat 
every effort to gain undue advantages over them; and 
when such designs are discovered, it naturally pro- 
vokes resentments which cannot always be easily 
allayed. Justice, full and ample justice, to every 


portion of the United States, should be the ruling! below t 





rinciple of every freeman, and should guide the de- 
liherafions of every public body, whether it be state 
or national. 

It is well known that there have always been those 
amongst us who wish to enlarge the powers of the 
zeneral government; and experience would seem to 
indicate that there is a tendency on the part of this 
government to overstep the boundaries marked out 
for it by the constitution, Its legitimate authorit 
is abundantly sufficient for all the purposes for which 
it was created; and its powers being expressly enu- 
merated, there can be no- justification for claiming 
any thing beyondthem. Every attempt to exercise 
power beyond these limits should be inn? po and 
firmly opposed. For one evil example, will lead to 
other measures still more mischievous; and if the 
principle of constructive powers, or supposed advan- 
tages, or temporary circumstances, shall ever be per- 
mitted to justify the assumption ofa power not given 
by the constitution, the general government will be- 
fore long absorb all the powers of legislation, and 
you will have, in effect, but one consolidated go- 
vernment. From the extent of our country, its di- 
versified interests, different pursuits, and different 
habits, it is too obvious for argument that a single 
consolidated government would be wholly inade- 
quate to watch over and protect its interests; and 
every friend of our free institutions should be al- 
ways prepared to maintain unimpaired and in full 
vigor the rights and sovereignty of the states, and to 
confine the action of the general government strictly 
to the sphere of its appropriate duties. 

There is, perhaps, no one of the powers conferred 
on the federal government so liable to abuse as the 
taxing power. The most productive and convenient 
sources of revenue were necessarily given to it, that 
it might be able to perform the important duties im- 
posed upon it; and the taxes which it lays upon com- 
merce being concealed from the real payer in the 
price of the article, they do not so readily attract the 
attention of the people as smaller sums demanded 
from them directly by the taxgatherer. But the tax 
imposed on goods enhances by so much the price of 
the commodity to the consumer; and, as many of 
these duties are imposed on articles of necessity, 
which are daily used by the great body of the peer 
ple, the money raised by these imposts is drawn from 
their pockets. Congress has no right, under the 
constitution, to take money from the people, unless 
it is required to execute some one of the specific 
powers intrusted to the government; and if they raise 
more than is necessary for such purposes, it is an 
abuse of the power of taxation, and unjust and op- 
pressive. It may, indeed, happen that the revenue 
will sometimes exceed the amountanticipated when 
the taxes were laid. When, however, this is ascer- 
tained, it is easy to reduce them; and, in such a case, 
it is unquestionably the duty of the government to 
reduce them, for no circumstances can justify it in 
assuming a power not given to it by the constitution, 
nor in taking away the money of the people when 
it is not needed for the legitimate wants of the go- 
vernment. 

Plain as these principles appear to be, you will yet 
find that there is a constant effort to induce the ge- 
neral government to go beyond the limits of its tax- 
ing power, and to impose unnecessary burdens upon 
the people. Many powerful interests are continu- 
ally at work to procure heavy duties on commerce, 
and to swell the revenue beyond the real necessities 
of the public service; and the country has already 
felt the injurious effects of their combined influence. 
They succeeded in obtaining a tariff of duties bear- 
ing most oppressively on the agricultural and labor- 
ing classes of society, and producing a revenue that 
could not be usefully employed within the range of 
the powers conferred upon congress; and, in order 
to fasten upon the people this unjust and unequal 
system of taxation, extravagant schemes of internal 
improvement were got up, in various quarters, to 
squander the money, and to purchase support.— 
Thus, one unconstitutional measure was intended to 
be upheld by another, and the abuse of the power of 
taxation was to be maintained by usurping the pow- 
er of expending the money in internal improve- 
ments. You cannot have forgotten the severe and 
doubtful struggle through which we passed, when 
the executive department of the government, by its 
veto, endeavored to arrest this prodigal scheme of 
injustice, and to bring back the legislation of con- 
gress to the boundaries prescribed by the constitu- 
tion. The good sense and practical judgment of the 
people, when the subject was brought before them, 
sustained the course of the executive; and this plan 
of unconstitutional expenditure for the purposes of 
corrupt influence is, I trust, finally overthrown. 

The result of this decision has been felt in the ra., 
pid extinguishment of the public debt, and the 
accumulation of a surplus in the treasury, notwith.. 
standing the tariff was reduced, and is now very far 
¢ amount originally eontemplated by its ad. 
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vocaies. But, rely upon it, the design te colleet an 
extravagant revenue, and to burden you with taxes 
beyond the economical wants of the government, is 
not yet abandoned. The various interests which 
have combined together to impose a heavy tariff, and 
to produce an overflowing treasury, are too strong, 
and have too much at stake to surrender the contest. 
The corporations and wealthy individuals who are 
engaged in large manufacturing establishments, de- 
sire a high tariif to increase their gains. Designing 
politicians will support it, to conciliate their favor, 
and to obtain the means of profuse expenditure, for 
the purpose of purchasing influence in other quar- 
ters; and since the people have decided that the fe- 
deral governmentcannot be permitted to employ its 
income in internal improvements, efforts will be 
made to seduce and mislead the citizens of the se- 
veral states, by pig out to them the deceitful 
prospect of benefits to be derived from a surplus re- 
venue collected by the general government, and an- 
nually divided among the states. And if, encourag- 
ed by these fallacious hopes, the states should disre- 
gard the principles of economy which ought to cha- 
racterize every republican government, and should 
indulge in lavish expenditures exceeding their re- 
sources, they will, before long, find themselves op- 
Abe with debts which they are unable to pay, and 

he temptation will become irresistible to support a 
high tariff, in order to obtain a surplus for distribu- 
tion. Do not allow yourselves, my fellow citizens, 
to be misled on this subject. The federal govern- 
ment cannot collect a surplus for such purposes, 
without violating the principles of the constitution, 
and assuming powers which have not been granted. 
It is, moreover, a system of injustice, and, if persist- 
ed in, will inevitably lead to corruption, and must 
end in ruin. The surplus revenue will be drawn 
from the pockets of the people, from the farmer, the 
mechanic, and the laboring classes of society; but 
who will receive it when distributed among the 
states, where it is to be disposed of by leading state 
politicians who have friends to favor, and political 
partisans to gratify? It will certainly not be return- 
ed to those who paid it, and who have most need of 
it, and are honestly entitled to it. There is but one 
safe rule, and that is, to confine the general govern- 


- ment rigidly within the sphere of its appropriate du- 


ties. It has no power to raise a revenue, or impose 
taxes, except for the purposes enumerated in the 
constitution; and if its income is found to exceed 
these wants, it should be forthwith reduced, and the 
burdens of the people so far lightened. 

In reviewing the conflicts which have taken place 
between different interests in the United States, and 
the policy pursued since the adoption of our present 
form of government, we find nothing that has pro- 
duced such deep seated evil as the course of legisla- 
tion in relation to the currency. The constitution 
of the United States unquestionably intended to se- 
cure to the people a circulating medium of gold and 
silver. Butthe establishment of a national bank by 
congress, with the privilege of issuing paper money 
receivable in the payment of the public dues, and 
the unfortunate course of legislation in the several 
states upon the same subject, drove from general 
circulation the constitutional currency, and substi- 
tuted one of paper in its place. 

It was not easy for men engaged in the ordinary 
pursuits of business, whose attention had not been 
particularly drawn to the subject, to foresee all the 
consequences of acurrency exclusively of paper; 
and we ought not, on that account, to be surprised 
at the facility with whieh laws were obtained to 
carry into effeet the paper system, Honest, and 
even enlightened men, are sometimes misled by 
the specious and plausible statements of the design- 
ing. But experience has now proved the mischiefs 
and dangers of a paper curreney, and it rests with 
you to determine whether the proper remedy shall 
be applied, ; 

The paper system being founded on public confi- 
dence, and having of itself no intrinsic value, it is 
liable to great and sudden fluctuations; thereby ren- 
dering property insecure, and the wages of labor 
unsteady and uncertain. The corporations which 
create the paper money cannot be relied upon to 
keep the circulating medium uniform in amount. 
in times of prosperity, when confidence is high, 
they are tempted, by the prospect of gain, or by the 
influence of those who hope to Breet by it, to ex- 
tend their issues of paper beyond the bounds of dis- 
cretion and the reasonable demands of business.— 
And when these issues have been pushed on, from 
day to day, until public confidence is at length sha- 
ken, then a reaction takes place, and they immedi- 
ately withdraw the credits they have given; sudden- 
ly curtail their issues; and produce an unexpected 
and ruinous contraction of the circulating medium, 
which is felt by the wholecommunity. The banks, 
by this means, save themselves, and the mischiev- 
ous consequences of their imprudence or cupidity 


|deaves them a prey to such dishonest impositions. 


are visited upon the public, Nor does the evil stop 
here. These ebbs and flows in the currency, and 
these indiscreet extensions of credit, naturally en- 
a a spirit of speculation injurious to the ha- 
its and character of the people. We have already 
seen its effects in the wild spirit of speculation in 
the public lands, and various kinds of stock, which, 
within the last year or two, seized upon such a mul- 
titude of our citizens, and threatened to pervade all 
classes of society, and to withdraw their attention 
from the sober pursuits of honest industry. It is 
not by encouraging this spirit that we shail best pre- 
serve public virtue and promote the true interests 
of our country. But if your currency continues as 
exclusively paper as it now is, it will foster this ea- 
ger desire to amass wealth without labor; it will 
multiply the number of dependants on bank accom- 
modations and bank favors: the temptation to ob- 
tain money at any sacrifice, will become stron- 
ger and stronger, and inevitably lead to corruption, 
which will find its way into your public councils, 
and destroy, at no distant day, the purity of your 
government. Some of the evils which arise from 
this system of paper, press with peculiar hardshi 
upon the class of society least able to bear it. Hf 
portion of this currency frequently becomes depre- 
ciated or worthless, and all of it is easily counter- 
feited, in such a manner as to require peculiar skill 
and much experience to distinguish the counterfeit 
from the genuine note. These frauds are most ge- 
nerally perpetrated in the smaller notes, which are 
used in the daily transactions of ordinary business; 
and the losses occasioned by them are commonly 
thrown upon the laboring classes of society, whose 
situation and pursuits put it out of their power to 
— themselves from these impositions, and whose 
aily wages are necessary for their subsistence. It 
is the duty of every government so to regulate its 
currency as to protect this numerous class as far as 
racticable from the cv tee ope of avarice and 
raud. It is more especially the duty of the United 
States, where the government is emphatically the 
siaenat of the people, and where this respecta- 
le portion of our citizens are so proudly distin- 
guished from the laboring classes of all other na- 
tions, by their independent spirit, their love of li- 
berty, their intelligence, and their high tone of mo- 
ral character. Their industry, in peace, is the 
source of our wealth; and their bravery, in war, has 
covered us with glory; and the government of the 
United States will but ill discharge its duties if it 


Yet it is evident that their interests cannot be effec- 
tually protected, unless silver and gold are restored 
to circulation. 

These views alone, of the paper currency, are 
sufficient to call for immediate reform; but there is 
another consideration which should still more strong- 
ly stony it upon your attention. 

ecent events have proved that the paper money 
system ef this country may be used as an engine to 
undermine your free institutions; and that those 
who desire to engross all power in the hands of the 
few, and to govern by corruption or force, are 
aware of its power, and prepared to employ it.— 
Your banks now furnish your only circulating me- 
dium, and money is plenty or scarce, according to 
the quantity of notes issued by them. While they 
have capitals not greatly disproportioned to each 
other, they are competitors in business, and no one 
of them can exercise dominion over the rest; and 
although, in the present state of the currency, these 
banks may and do operate injuriously upon the ha- 
bits of business, the pecuniary concerns and the 
moral tone of society; yet, from their number and 
dispersed situation, they cannot combine for the 
nd tay of political influence; and whatever may 
e the dispositions of some of them, their power of 
mischief must necessarily be confined toa narrow 
Lac and felt only in their immediate neighbor- 
oods, 

But when the charter for the bank of the United 
States was obtained from congress, it perfected the 
schemes of the paper system, and gave to its advo- 
cates the position they have struggled to obtain, 
from the commencement of the federal government 
down to the present hour. The immense capital, 
and peculiar privileges bestowed upon it, enabled 
it to exercise despotic sway over the other banks in 
every roc ofthe country. From its superior strength, 
it could seriously injure, if not destroy, the business 
of any one of them which might incur its resent- 
ment; and it openly claimed for itself the power of 
maniating the currency throughout the United 
States. In other words, it asserted (and it undoubt- 
edly possessed) the power to make money plenty 
or scarce, at its pleasure, at any time, and in any 
quarter of the union, by controlling the issues of 
other banks, and permitting an expansion, or com- 

elling a general contraction, of the circulating me- 


ne 


institutions were sensible of its strength, and tho, 
soon generally became its cbedient instrumen; 
ready, at all times, to execute its mandates. and 
with the banks necessarily went, also, that nume 
rous ¢lass of persons in our commercial cities, w),, 
depend altogether on bank credits for their solyen, 
and means of business; and who are, therefoy, 
yea Me for their own safety, to propitiate the fayo, 
of the money power by distinguished zeal and do. 
votion in its service. The result of the ill-advisey 
legislation which established this great monopo| 
was, to concentrate the whole moneyed power 4 
the union, with its boundless means of corruption 
and its numerous dependants, under the directio, 
and command of one acknowledged head; thus oy. 
ganizing this particular interest as one body, anj 
peri, to it unity and concert of action through. 
out the United States, and enabling it to bring for. 
ward, upon any occasion, its entire and undivided 
strength to support or defeat any measure of the 20- 
vernment. In the hands of this formidable powey 
thus perfectly organized, was also placed anlimite; 
dominion over the amount of the circulating me. 
dium, giving it the power to regulate the value of 
property and the fruits of labor in every quarter of 
the union; and to bestow prosperity, or bring ruin, 
upon any city or section of the country, as might 
best comport with its own interest or policy. 

Weare not left to conjecture how the moneyed 
power, thus wo ine and with such a weapon in 
its hands, would be likely to use it. The distress 
and alarm which pervaded and agitated the whole 
country, when the bank of the United States wag. 
ed war upon the people, in order to compel them to 
submit to its demands, cannot yet be forgotten — 
The ruthless and unsparing temper with which 
whole cities and communities were oppressed, in- 
dividuals impoverished and ruined, and a scene of 
cheerful prosperity suddenly changed into one of 
gloom and despondency, ought to be indelibly in- 

ressed on the memory of the people of the United 

tates. If such was its power in a time of peace, 
what would it not have been in a season of war 
with an enemy at your doors? No nation but the 
freemen of the United States could have come out 
victorious from such a contest; yet, if you had not 
conquered, the government would have passed from 
the hands of the many to the hands of the few; and 
this organized money power, from its secret con- 
clave, would have dictated the choice of your high- 
est officers, and compelled you to make peace or 
war, as best suited their own wishes. The forms cf 
ba! government might, for atime, have remained; 

ut its living spirit would have departed from it. 

The distress and sufferings inflicted on the peo- 
ple by the bank, are some of the fruits of that sys- 
tem of policy which is continually striving to en- 
large the authority of the federal government be- 
yond the limits fixed by the constitution. The 
powers enumerated in that instrument do not con- 
fer on congress the right to establish such a corpo- 
ration as the bank of the United States; and the evil 
consequences which followed may warn us of the 
danger of departing from the true rule of construc- 
tion, and of permitting temporary circumstances, 
or the hope of better promoting the public welfare, 
to influence, in any P xeimany our decisions upon the 
extent of the authority of the general government. 
Let us abide by the constitution as it is written, of 
amend it in the constitutional mode, if it is found 
to be defective. 

The severe lessons of experience will, I doubt 
not, be sufficient to prevent congress from again 
chartering such a monopoly, even if the constitu- 
tion did not present an insuperable objection to It. 
But you must remember, my fellow citizens, that 
eternal vigilance by the people is the price of liber- 
ty; and that you must pay the price if you wish to 
secure the blessing. It behoves you, therefore, t0 
be watchful in your states, as well as in the federal 
government. The power which the moneyed 10- 
terest can exercise, when concentrated under a Si! 
gle head, and with our present system of currency, 
was sufficiently demonstrated in the struggle made 
by the bank of the United States. Defeated in the 
general government, the same class of intrigue!’ 
and politicians will now resort to the states, and en- 
deavor to obtain there the same organization, whic! 
they failed to perpetuate in the union; and Ww! 
specious and deceitful plans of public et 
and state interests and state pride, they will endea- 
vor to establish in the different states, one money- 
ed institution with overgrown capital, and exclu- 
sive privileges sufficient to enable it to control the 
operations of the other banks. Such an institution 
will be pregnant with the same evils produced by 
the bank of the United States, although its sphere 
of action is more confined; and in the state 1" 
which it is chartered, the money ee will be able 
to embody its whole strength, and to move together 
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wish to attain. You have already had abun- 


dence of its power to infliet injury upon 
itural, mechanical and laboring classes of 
and over those whose engagements in trade 
lation render them dependant on bank fa- 
dominion of the state monopoly will 
be absolute, and their obedience unlimited. With 
such a bank and a paper currency, the money pow- 
er would, in a few years, govern the state and con- 
trol its measures; and if a sufficient number of 
states can be induced to create such establishments, 
the time will soon come when it will again take the 
field against the United States, and succeed in per- 
fecting and perpetuating its organization by a char- 
ter from congress. 

It is one of the serious evils of our present sys- 
tem of banking, that it enables one class of society 
_and that by no means a numerous one—by its 
control over the pagar to act injuriously upon 
the interests of all the others, and to exercise more 
than its just proportion of influence in political af- 
he agricultural, the mechanical and the 
laboring classes, have little or no share in the di- 


cilities, the 


rection of the great moneyed corporations; and from 
their habits and the nature of their pursuits, they 
~ are incapable of forming extensive combinations to 
act together with united force. Such concert of 
~ action may sometimes be produced in a single city, 
~ orina small district of country, by means of per- 
* sonal communications with each other; but they 


have no regular or active correspondence with 


those who are engaged in similar pursuits in dis- 
tant places; they have but little patronage to give 
to the press, and exercise but a small share of influ- 
— ence over it; they have no crowd of dependants 
~ about them, who ho 

_ by their countenance and 
_ fore, always ready to execute their wishes. The 


pe to en rich without labor, 
avor, and who are, there- 


lanter, the farmer, the mechanic and the Iaborer, 


| all know that their success depends upon their own 


ndustry and economy, and that they must not ex- 
pect to become suddenly rich by the fruits of their 
toil. Yet these classes of society form the great 
body of the people of the United States; they are 
the bone and sinew of the country; men who love 


_ liberty and desire nothing but equal rights and 


— laws, and who, moreover, hold the great mass 
of our national wealth, although it is distributed in 
moderate amounts among the millions of freemen 
who possess it. But, with overwhelming numbers 
and wealth on their side, they are in constant dan- 


d _ ger of loseing their fair influence in the government, 
_ and with difficulty maintain their just rights against 
_ the incessant efforts daily 


made to encroach upon 
them. The mischief springs from the power which 
the moneyed interest derives from a paper curren- 
cy, which they are able to control; from the multi- 
tude of corporations, with exclusive privileges, 
which they have succeeded in obtaining in the dif- 
ferent states, and which are employed altogether 
for their benefit; and unless you become more 
watchful in your states, and check this spirit of 
monopoly and thirst for exclusive privileges, you 
will, in the end, find that the most important pow- 
ers of government have been given or bartered 
away, and the control over your dearest interests 
has ee into the hands of these corporations. 
The paper money system, and its natural associ- 

ates, monopoly and exclusive privileges, have alrea- 
dy struck their roots deep in the soil; and it will 
— all your efforts to check its further growth, 
and to eradicate the evil. The men who profit by 
the abuses, and desire to perpetuate them, will con- 
tinue to besiege the halls of legislation in the gene- 
ral government as well as in the states, and will 
seek, by every artifice, to mislead and deceive the 
pease servants. Itis to yourselves that you must 
ook for safety, and the means of guarding and per- 
petuating your free institutions. In your hands 
1s rightfully placed the sovereignty of the country, 
and to you every one placed in authority is ulti- 
mately responsible. It is always in your power to 
see that the wishes of the people are carried into 
faithful execution, and their will, when once made 

hown, must sooner or later be obeyed. And 
while the people remain, as I trust they ever will, 
uncorrupted and incorruptible, and continue watch- 
ful and jealous of their rights, the government i 
safe, and the cause of freedom will continue to 
triumph over all its enemies, 

. But it will require steady and persevering exer- 
‘ons On your part to rid yourselves of the iniqui- 
ties and mischiefs of the paper system, and to check 
he spirit of monopoly and other abuses which 
have Sprung up with it, and of which it is the main 
Support. So many interests are united to resist all 
reform on this subject, that you must not hope the 
Conflict will be a short one, nor success easy. My 
humble efforts have not been spared, during my ad- 
ministration of the government, to restore the con- 
stitutional currency of gold and silver; and some- 





thing, I trust, has been done towards the accom- | 
plishment of this most desirable object. But enough 
yet remains to require all yovr energy and perse- 
verance. The power, however, is in your hands, 
and the remedy. must and will be applied, if you 
determine upon it. 
While I am thus endeavoring to press upon your 
attention the principles which I deem of vital im- 
ortance in the domestic concerns of the country, 
[ ought not to pass over, without notice, the im- 
portant considerations which should govern your 
policy towards foreign powers. It is, unquestion- 
ably, our true interest to cultivate the most friendly 
understanding with onery nation, and to avoid, by 
every honorable means, the calamities of war; and 
we shall best attain this object by frankness and 
sincerity in our foreign intercourse, by the prompt 
and faithful execution of treaties, and by justice 
and impartially in our conduct to all. But no na- 
tion, however desirous of peace, can hope to escape 
occasional collisions with other powers; and the 
soundest dictates of policy require that we should 
lace ourselves in a condition to assert our rights, 
if a resort to force should ever become necessary. 
Our local situation, our long line of seacoast, in- 
dented by numerous bays, with deep rivers opening 


into the interior, as well as our extended and still. 


increasing commerce, point to the navy as our na- 
tural means of defence. It will, in the end, be 
found to be the cheapest and most effectual; and 
now is the time, in a season of peace, and with an 
overflowing revenue, that we can, year after year, 
add to its strength, without increasing the burdens 
of the people. It is your true policy. For your 
navy will not only protect your rich and flourishing 
commerce in distant seas, but will enable you to 
reach and annoy the enemy, and will give to de- 
fence its greatest efficiency, by meeting danger at 
a distance from home. It is impossible, by -any 
line of fortifications, to guard every point from at- 
tack against a hostile force advancing from the 
ocean and selecting its object: but they are indis- 
pensable to protect cities from bombardment; dock 
yards and naval arsenals from destruction; to give 
shelter to merchant vessels in time of war, and to 
single ships or weaker squadrons when pressed by 
superior coe Fortifications of this description 
cannot be too soon completed and armed, and placed 
in a condition of the most perfect preparation.— 
The abundant means we now possess cannot be ap- 
plied in any manner more useful to the country; 
and when this is done, and our naval force suffi- 
ciently strengthened, and our militia armed, we 
need not fear that any nation will wantonly insult 
us, or needlessly provoke hostilities, e shall 
more certainly preserve peace, when it is well un- 
derstood that we are prepared for war. 

In presenting to you, may fellow citizens, these 
arting counsels, I have brought before you the 
eading principles upon which I endeavored to ad- 

minister the government in the high office with 
which you twiee honored me. Knowing that the 
path of freedom is continually beset by enemies, 
who often assume the disguise of friends, I have 
devoted the last hours of my public life to warn 
you of the dangers. The proerre of the United 
States, under our free and happy institutions, has 
surpassed the most sanguine hopes of the founders 
of the republic. Our growth has been rapid be- 
ond all former example, in numbers, in wealth, 
in knowledge and all the useful arts which con- 
tribute to the comfort and convenience of man; 
and from the earliest ages of history to the pre- 
sent day, there never have been thirteen millions of 
people associated together in one political body 
who enjoyed so much freedom and happiness as 
the people of these United States. You have no 
longer any cause to fear danger from abroad; your 
strength and power are well known throughout 
the civilized world, as well as the high and gallant 
Learing of your sons. It is from within, among 
yourselves, from cupidity, from corruption, from 
disappointed ambition, and inordinate thirst for 
power, that factions will be formed and liberty 
endangered. It is against such designs, whatever 
disguise the actors may assume, that you have 
especially to guard yourselves. You have the 
highest of human trusts committed to your care. 
Providence has showered on this favored land 
blessings without number, and has chosen you as 
the guardians of freedom to preserve it for the be- 
nefit of the human race. ay He who holds in 
hands the destinies of nations, make you worthy 
of the favors he has bestowed, and enable you, 
with pure hearts and pure hands, and sleepless 
vigilance, to guard and defend, to the end of time, 
the great charge he has committed to your keeping. 
y own race is nearly run; advanced age and 
Piling health warn me. that before long 1 must 
tS feel 


e vicissitudes of human affairs. I thank 


ond the reach of human events, and cease; 





God that my life has been spent in a land of liberty, 
and that he has given me a heart to love my coun- 
try with the affection of ason. Anil, filled with gra- 
titude for your constant and unwavering kindness, 


I bid you a last and affectionate farewell. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 


TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

March 3. Evening session. The senate met af- 
ter recess. 

Communications were received from the treasury 
and post office departments; which were laid upon 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Wall moved to take up the resolution he 
had formerly offered, and which had been laid upon 
the table, to furnish certain books for the use of each 
committee room of the senate, Mr. Hubbard de- 
manded the yeas and nays on the motion to take it 
up, and it was rejected—yeas 18, nays 24. 

The senate proceeded to executive business. 
When the doors were re-opened, Mr. Wright was 
reporting to the senate that the committees of con- 
ference of the two houses on the amendment to the 
fortification bill had met and conferred, but had 
been able to come to no agreement. 

A bill for the more equitable administration of 
the pension fund was received from the house with 
amendments. On motion of Mr. Southard, it was 
referred to the committee on naval affairs. 

The harbor bill was received, with several amend- 
ments, and referred to the committee on commerce. 
Mr. Davis, from that committee, reported the bill 
to the senate, recommending a concurrence in the 
amendments. Mr. Strange opposed the amend- 
ments on constitutional grounds, and asked for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. Mr. Linn re- 

lied, explained and advocated the concurrence. 

r. Strange insisted on his objection, and com- 
plained that the valley of the Mississippi should be 
made by this legislation to swallow up all the bount 
of the government. Mr. Davis advocated the amend- 
ments, the details of which he explained and de- 
fended serialim, and pressed a concurrence. The 
vote was then taken, and resulted as follows: for 
concurrence 2], against it 11. So the amendments 
to the harbor bill were concurred in. 

Mr. Rives, from the committee on naval affairs, 
reported a recommendation that the senate disagree 
to the amendments from the house of representa- 
tives to the bill for the more equitable adminis- 
tration of the navy ‘pension fund. Mr. Rives ex- 

lained the ground of the recommendation. The 

ill of the senate went to raise the pension of the 
widows of officers before March, 1835, to the level 
of those since that date, while the amendment of the 
house proposed to cut down the pensions since 
1835 to the level of those before that time. 

The recommendation of the committee was as- 
sented to, and the senate disagreed to the amend- 
ment from the house. 

Mr. Linn moved that ladies be admitted to the 
lobby of the senate on the 4th inst. Mr. Grundy 
suggested that allsuch ladies as took their seats in 
this chamber must relinquish all hope of reaching 
the eastern portico so as to be present at the inau- 
guration, since the intervening crowd would render 
it physically impossible. The resolution requiring 
unanimous consent, and objection being interposed, 
it was lost. 

Mr. Linn again offered his resolution for the ad- 
mission of ladies to the lobby to-morrow, and no 
objection being now made, it was ed to. 

A message was received from the house of repre- 
sentatives, informing the senate that the house ad- 
hered to its disagreement to the amendments of the 
senate to the fortification bill. Mr. Wright there- 
upon moved that the senate adhere to its amend- 
ment. On this motion an animated and highly in- 
teresting debate arose, in which Mr. Calhoun and 
Mr. Webster opposed, Mr. Benton and Mr. Walker 
advocated, Mr. Ewing and Mr. Davis further re- 
sisted, and Mr. Wright briefly defended the motion 
for adherence. In the course of his remarks, Mr. 
Wright made some remarks, which, Mr. Clay un- 
derstanding to contain a reflection on the house of 
representatives, called him to order. Mr. Wright 
explained, and the chair pronounced him not: to 
have been out of order. r. Clay took an appeal, 
which resulted in sustaining the decision of the 
chair—ayes 26, nays 10. Mr. Wright then resum- 
ed and concluded his remarks, Mr. Clay respond- 
ed with great warmth, commenting with severity 
on the course of the last administration, and pro- 
nouncing a most animated eulogium on the house 
of representatives for their recent acts, defeati 
the land bill, voting for a further distribution of. the 
surplus money in the apne | smeng the. states, 
&e. Mr. Wright made a very brief and cool reply, 
to which Mr, Olay rejoined. Mr. Cuthbert then re- 
plied to Mr. Clay, reminding him of former charges 
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urged by himself against the other house for servili- 
ty in the matter of the removal of the deposites, 
&e. Mr. Clay responded, and Mr. Outhbert rejoin- 
ed, when the Sai being at length put, the se- 
nate resolved to adhere b the vote below: [which, 
of course, terminated all further intercourse be- 
tween the two houses on the question between 


a 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, 
Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Riles, Norvell, 
Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Wright_27, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Hendricks, 
Kent, Knight, McKean, Moore, Morris, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson, Webster, White—23. 

The senate, on motion of Mr. Benton, spent some 
time in executive business. 

On re-opening of the doors, they were engaged in 
passing on a resolution granting $250 to John Ja- 
mieson, who had this day sustained a severe bodily 
injury, (by a fall from his horse), in the discharge 
of his public duty as a messenger of the senate. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

The usual messages were interchanged between 
the two houses, and between them and the presi- 
dent; and, after the return of the committee ap- 
pointed to wait on the president, 

The senate adjourned sine die. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, March 3. Evening session. The com- 
mittee resumed the consideration of the bill from the 
senate entitled an act to amend the judicial system 
of the United States. 

The pending question was on the motion of Mr. 
Robertson, to amend the bill by striking out all af- 
ter the enacting clause, and substituting a bill re- 
ported at the last session of congress. [Which sub- 
stitute provides that there shall be eight judges of 
the supreme court, instead of nine, as proposed in 
this bill.] 

After some remarks from Messrs. Thomas, Ro- 
bertson, Hoar and Bell, the question was taken, and 
the amendment was rejected. 

_Mr. Anthony moved to amend the bill by provi- 
ding for the holding of a court at Williamsport, on 
the second Monday in June and last Monday in Sep- 
tember, annually. Rejected. Mr. Garland, of 
Louisiana, submitted some remarks, as introductory 
to an amendment which he offered, providing for a 
change in the circuit; which was rejected. Mr. 
Garland then offered another amendment, providing 
for the appointment of a judge of the district court 
of the United States for the western district of Lou- 
isiana, to reside permanently in said district, at a 
salary of $2,000 a year. Rejected. 


Ou motionof Mr. Sutherland, the committee rose 
and reported to the house the harbor bill and the bill 
last before the committee; and the question first pend- 
ing was on concurring with the committee of the 
whole in their amendments made to the amendments 
of the senate to the harbor bill. 

The amendments of the senate, as amended in 
committee of the whole, were concurred in. 

The house then took up the bill in relation to the 
udiciary system of the United States, the question 
eing on its engrossment. Mr. Hawes demanded 

the previous question; which the house seconded, 

ayes 111, noes not counted. 


Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, asked for the yeas and 
nays on ordering the main question; which were re- 
fused. The house determined that the main ques- 
tion should be now taken. It was taken and carri- 
ed; and og been ordered to a third reading at 
this time, the bill was read a third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. McKennan, the amendment of 
the senate to the Cumberland road bill was concur- 
redin. Mr. Lane moved that a committee of con- 
ference be appointed to meet the committee of con- 
ference on the part of this house on the subject of 
the disagreement to the amendment on the fortifica- 
tion bill. Mr. McKennan appealed to the gentleman 
from Indiana, as a matter of courtesy to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, (Mr. Bell), to withdraw his 
motion. Mr. Lane withdrew the motion. Mr. Bell 
renewed it, and a committee of conference was ap- 
pointed. 


The committee consists of Messrs. Bell, Cambre- 
leng and Lawrence. 

[A vote of thanks was here passed to the speaker 
for the manner in which he discharged the duties of 
the chair; to which, at the moment of adjournment, 
hee in a proper address, which is inserted 

elow. 


The house, on motion of Mr. Sutherland, resolv- 


the union, and proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for building light houses, 
light boats, beacon lights, buoys, and making sur- 
veys for the year 1837. 

The bill was considered therein, and several 
amendments were offered and rejected. Mr. Dun- 
lap moved to strike out the enacting clause. After 
some remarks from Messrs. Dunlap, D. J. Pearce 
and Underwood, the question was taken, and the 
amendment was rejected. The bill was laid aside. 
The committee, on motion of Mr. Ward, took up 
the bill from the senate entitled <‘an act to increase 
the present military establishment of the United 
States, and for other purposes.” 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. Hawes moved to amend the bill by adding a 
roviso, that no officer shall be appointed who has 
een a graduate of the West Point Academy: oss 

come inat the end of the bill.] After some remarks 
from Mr. Hawes, in opposition to the bill, the 
speaker resumed his seat, to receive a report from the 
committee on enrolled bills. After which, by ge- 
neral consent, the house agreed to receive a report 
from the committee of conference on the subject of 
the fortification bill. 

Mr. Bell, from the committee appointed on the 
part of this house to meet a similar committee on 
the part of the senate on their motion, on the sub- 
lect of the disagreeing votes of the two houses in 
relation to the amendment of the senate proposing 
to strike from the bill making appropriations for cer- 
tain fortifications for the year 1837, and for other 
purposes, that clause of the bill which proposed to 
distribute the surplus revenue which might remain 
in the treasury of the United States on the Ist of 
January next, reserving $5,000,000, reported that 
the two committees had met, but had come to no 
agreement. Mr. B.saidhe had reported this fact to 
the house, in accordance with what he felt to be his 
dufy, that the house might take such other steps at 
this stage of the proceedings as they might think 
proper. He moved thatthe house adhere to its dis- 
agreement to the amendment of the senate. 

Mr. Hawes demanded the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered. Mr. Cave Johnson 
moved that the house recede from its disagreement, 
and asked for the yeas and nays, which were order- 
ed. The chair said the motion to recede would 
take precedence over the motion to adhere. 

And the question, on the motion to recede, was 
then taken, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beale, 
Beaumont, Bockee, Bovee, Boyd, Cambreleng, 
Chapin, Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Double- 
day, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Farlin, Fowler, Fuller, 
Galbraith, J. Garland, Grantland, Haley, Joseph 
Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Albert G. Harrison, Haw- 
kins, Holt, Howard, Huntington, Huntsman, Ing- 
ham, Jarvis, C. Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin 
Jones, Lansing, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, 
Leonard, Loyall, Lucas, A. Mann, Wm. Mason, 
Moses Mason, McKay, McKeon, McKim McLene, 
|Miller, Muhlenburg, Page, Parks, Patterson, Pat- 
ton, Franklin Pierce, D. J. Pearce, Phelps, Pinck- 
ney, Jos. Reynolds, Rogers, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, 
Smith, Sprague, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, 
Terrill, Vanderpoel, Ward, Wardwell, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Wise, Yell—78. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, C. Allan, H. Allen, 
Bell, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Bunch, John Calhoon, 
Campbell, Carter, Casey, John Chambers, Childs, 
N. H. Claiborne, Clark, Connor, Corwin, Crane, 
Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, Eve- 
rett, Forester, French, Rice Garland, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Hiland Hall, 
Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, 
Hawes, Hazeltine, Heister, Herod, Hopkins, How- 
ell, Hunt, Ingersoll, Janes, Jenifer, H. Johnson, Kil- 
gore, Lane, Lawrence, Lay, Luke Lee, Lewis, Lin- 
coln, Love, Lyon, J. Mann, 8. Mason, Maury, May, 
McCarty, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, Milli- 
gan, Montgomery, Parker, James A. Pearce, Pear- 
son, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, 
Reed, Rencher, John Reynolds, Richardson, Robert- 
son, Wm. B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Slade, Stan- 
defer, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, W. Thompson, 
Turner, Underwood, Vinton, Washington, White, 
E. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 8. Williams—97. 

So the house refused to recede from their disagree- 
ment. 

The question recurring on the motion to adhere, 
some remarks were submitted by Messrs. Cambre- 
leng, Granger, Bell, Adams, Peyton, Vanderpoel 
and Lane. When Mr. 4. Mann moved the previous 

uestion; which the house seconded; ayes 135. Mr. 
amer inquired what would be the effect of the 
motion to adhere. The chair said, if both houses 
adhere, the bill was lost. And the question was 
then taken, and decided in affirmative, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, C. Allan, H. Allen, 


John Calhoon, W. B. Calhoun, Campbell, Cart 

crear! George Chambers, John Chambers, Chita 
N. H. Claiborne, Clark, Connor, Corwin, Cra i 
Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, Eva 
Everett, Forester, Fowler, French, Rice Garland 
Graham, Granger, Graves, Grayson, Grenne]| Grif 
fin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harp,. 
Hawes, Hazeltine, Heister, Herod, Hoar, Hopkin’ 
Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, W. Jackson, Janes, Sle 
Johnson, Kilgore, Lawrence, Lay, T. Lee, Luk. 
Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, J. Mann, §. Ma. 
son, Maury, May, McCarty, McComas, McKenna), 
McLene, Mercer, Milligan, cermeeety: Parker 
J. A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phillips 
Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, John Reynojq 
Richardson, Robertson, W. B. Shepard, A.H. Sher, 
perd, Slade, Standefer, Storer, Sutherland, Tala. 
ferro, Waddy Thompson, Turner, Underwood, Vip. 
ton, Washington, White, E. Whittlesey, L. wi, 
liams, S. Williams—106. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beay. 
mont, Black, Bockee, Bovee, Boyd, Burns, Bynuy 
Cambreleng, Chapman, Chapin, Craig, Crame, 
Crary, Cushman, Doubleday, Drom pole, Dunlap, 
Fairfield, Farlin, Fuller, James Gutend. Gholsoy, 
Glascock, Grantland, Haley, Hamer, Hannegan, ry 
G. Harrison, Ifawkins, Haynes, Holt, Howar 
Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jenifer 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Kennon, Lane 
Lansing, Lawler, G. Lee, J. Lee, Leonard, Logan, 
Loyal], Lucas, A. Mann, Martin, Wm. Mason, 
Moses Mason, McKay, McKeon, McKin, Miller, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, F, 
Pierce, D. J. Pearce, Phelps, Pinckney, Jos. Rey. 
nolds, Rogers, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Sprague, Tay. 
lor, Thomas, John Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Wise, Yell—87. 

So the house adhered to its disagreement. 

The chairman having resumed his seat in con. 
mittee, the bill for the increase of the army again 
coming up, Mr. Hawes moved that, as the bill 
would evidently create a long debate, it be laid 
aside for the present; which motion prevailed: ayes 
80, noes 44. So the bill was laid aside. 


After the lapse of some time, Mr. Smith, from | 


the joint committee appointed to wait on the pre. 
sident and inform him that unless he had some 
further communication to make, the two houses 
were ready to adjourn, returned and reported that 
the committee had performed their duty, and that 
they had received for answer that the president had 
no further communication to make, except to state 
that, in closing his connexion with the members 
of this congress, he expresses his fervent wishes 
for their prosperity and happiness in this life, and 
for their eternal happiness in the life to come. 

Mr. Patton, thereupon, moved that the house ad- 
journ; which motion prevailed. 

Whereupon the speaker arose and addressed the 
house as follows: 

GENTLEMEN: The twenty-fourth congress has 
now closed its deliberations; and, being about to be 
dissolved, [ seize the moment of our separation to 
return to this house my profound acknowledgments 
for the many evidences I have had of your indul- 
gent kindness, and generous confidence and sup- 
port, during the period I have presided over yout 
deliberations; but more especially do I return to 
you my sincere thanks for the vote you have been 
pleased this 7 to pass. approving my official con- 
duct in the chair. No language, gentlemen, cal 
adequately convey the deep sense of gratitude 
which this testimonial of your good opinion has ex: 
cited in my breast. The gratification which it has 
afforded is the greater, because the resolution which 
you have passed conveys the voluntary and delibe- 
rately expressed opinions of gentlemen, with many 
of whom I have been long associated here; all of 
whom have been the eye-witnesses of my conduct 
as the presiding officer of this house, and whos 
friendship, esteem and confidence, I shall cherish t0 
the latest hour of my life. , 

I entered upon the duties of this high station 
with a full sense of the responsibility which must 
often devolve upon me, and with the fixed purpose, 
if I know my own heart, so to discharge those du- 
ties as to merit the respect and good opinion of this 
house, and the approbation of the country. I have 
had no other desire, than that the rules and parlia- 
mentary laws, by which our proceedings are regu 
lated, should be properly expounded and correctly 
administered. It is due to candor to’say, that the 
steady and unwavering support which you have 
upon all occasions given me has alone enabled mé, 
successfully, to discharge the duties assigned me. 
The anxiety and solicitude which I have often felt 
and especially in seasons of great political excite- 
ment, from which our deliberations have not been 
exempt, to perform my duty, not only with faith ful- 
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that personal respect and courtesy which have al- 
ways been extended from one member to another 
These qualities have a tenden- 
cy to produce a unity of design, and a mutual con- 
fidence, in the ultimate object of all, whatever dif- 
ference of opinion may exist in relation to the 
means of gaining the common end; and inculcate 
that sentiment of equality among the members 
which constitutes the essential principle of our free 
institutions, and which will never cease to animate 
a body so enlightened as this. These reflections 
have mitigated the intense anxiety of mind, and 
well-founded apprehensions, arising from a con- 
sciousness of my own deficiency of qualifications to 


In the exercises of the powers conferred upon me 
by the constitution, it shall be my effort to pursue 
that course of conduct which has recommended me 
to the consideration of my fellow-citizens—a faith- 
ful discharge of my public duties to the extent of my 
abilities, and in a manner that shall seem best cal- 
culated to give satisfaction to all. Contemplating 
the duties and ceremonies of this day, it might be 
considered improper in me to consume any more of 
your time by adverting to other subjects, however 
relevant to the new position which I now occupy. 
I shall therefore close my remarks by informing the 
senate that I am now ready to proceed with the 
business for which we are assembled. 

resident at the close of his address ad- 
ministered the usual oath to the new senators, and 
those old ones re-elected, except Mr. Sevier, of Ar- 
kansas, the consideration of whose credentials of 
appointment'by the governor, (to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the expiration of his own term,) was 


March 6. On motion of Mr. Tallmadge, it was 
Ordered, That a committee be appointed to wait 
on the president of the United States, and notify 
him that the senate is assembled, and ready to re- 
ceive any communications he may be pleased to 


Mr. Tallmadge and Mr. Crittenden were appoint- 


The credentials of Mr. Sewer, appointed as a se- 
nator from Arkansas, were referred to the committee 
on the judiciary (renewed as of the last session). 

Mr. Tallmadge, from the above committee to 
wait on the president of the United States, reported 
that they had performed that duty, and the president 
had replied that he would make a communication 
After some time spent on 
executive business, the senate adjourned till to- 


March 7. The vice president of the United States 
withdrawn, according to usage, to allow of 
the choice of a president pro tem. before the ad- 
journment, the senate proceeded to the choice of a 
president pro tempore, and the balloting resulted in 
the election of William R. King, of Alabama, to 


Mr. Grundy, from the judiciary committee, re- 
ported that the honorable Ambrose H. Sevier is enti- 
tled to his seat as a senator from Arkansas under 
the executive 4 Syeeige ey of the 17th of January, 

e now have the oath of office ac- 


The senate spent some time in executive busi- 
ness, during which a number of nominations made 


March8. The report of the judiciary committee 
was delivered, and on the question of agreeing to 
it, the yeas and nays were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Connecti- 
cut, Tipton, Walker, Wall, White, Wright, Young 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clay, Critten- 
den, Davis, Kent, King, of Ala. King, of Georgia, 
Knight, McKean, Morris, Mouton, Prentiss, Rob- 
bins, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Webster, 


Mr. Sevier then appeared, and took the oath. 

On Thursday the senate was engaged in execu- 
tive business till past 4 o’clock, and then adjourned 
to meet at 10 u’clock on yesterday. 

[The nominations confirmed in the executive 
sittings are inserted on the first page.] 





LIST OF ACTS 
PASSED AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE TWEN- 
TY-FOURTH CONGRESS. 
Anact making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of government for the year 


An act authorising the secretary of the navy to 
place the name of Dr. John P. Briggs on the army 
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nnell, Gif Je a of the house if I erred; and it is a source of 
n, Harpe, * highest gratification to me to know that, upon 
ry Hopking . numerous occasions when the house has been 
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8, Bynur, ishest proof that you have generously overlooked 
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°, Dunlap, [E Gwearied eiforts I have made to merit your good opi- 
> Gholsoy, JF Sion, and, so far as depended on my official acts, to 
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it be laid F the last duty assigned me, by the adjournment of 
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| the pre. adjourned sine die. 
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' In conformity with the above recited summons 
press has 3 from the nse i of the United States, the senate Chat honorable station. 
yout tobe J assembled in their chamber in the city of Washing- 
aration to J 4 ton. 
edgments $$ Present: Richard M. Johnson, vice president of 
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re; all of So King vacated the chair, and Mr. Johnson took his 26 
conduct — seat as vice president of the United States and pre- |’; 
d whose e sident of the senate. The following were his re- 
herish to ( Marks on the occasion: 
— ENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE: In entering upon 

1 station JF the discharge of the duties of the presiding officer Willi 19 
ich must # of this body, the necessity of addressing its mem- | Y¥18MS—"tv- 
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re regu- JB Pass without again tendering to you my grateful 
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that the 7 by your choice, 
ou have There is not, in my opinion, upon this globe, a 
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e coun- § ‘tlotism of the members who compose the body, and | pension roll. 





An act granting an increase of pension to Emp- 

son Hamilton. 

An act making appropriations for the current ex- 
penses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with the various Indian tribes, 
for the year 1837. 

An act to grant to the Atchafalaya rail road and 
banking company the right of way through the pub- 
lic lands of the United States. 

An act to amend the charter of the Potomac Fire 
Insurance company of Georgetown. 

An act to ciiange the title of certain officers of 
the navy. 

An act further to ameni the act incorporating the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal company. 

An act making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year 1837. 

An act to provide for the payment of horses and 
other property lost or destroyed in the military ser- 
vice of the United States. 

An act making appropriations for the payment of 
the revolutionary and other pensioners of the Unit- 

ed States, for the year 1837. 

An act to change the name of the collection dis- 
trict of Dighton, in the state of Massachusetts, to 
Fall River, and other purposes. 

Anact supplementary to the act entitled ‘‘an act 
establishing a mint, and regulating the coins of the 
United States.” 

An act to authorise certain rail road companies to 
construct rail roads through the public lands in the 
territory of Florida. 

An act making appropriations for the support of 
the army for the year 1837. 

An act to regulate, in certain cases, the disposi- 
tion of the proceeds of lands ceded by Indian tribes 
to the United States. 

An act making an appropriation for the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities. 

An act to amend an act entitled ‘an act to es- 
tablish branches of the mint of the United States,” 
passed the 3d day of March, 1835. 

An act to admit the state of Michigan into the 
union upon an equal footing with the original states. 

An act to extend the limits of the port of New 
Orleans. 

An act to extend the jurisdiction of the district 
court of the United States for the district of Ar- 
kansas. 

An act to suspend certain provisoes of ‘an act to 
alter and amend the several acis imposing duties 
ou imports,” approved the fourteenth day of July, 
1832. 

An act respecting discriminating duties upon 
Dutch and Belgian vessels and their cargoes. 

An act making an additional appropriation for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities for the year 183’/. 

An act to provide for the support of the military 
academy of the United States for the year 1837. 

An act to provide for certain harbors, and for the 
removal of obstructions in and at the mouths of cer- 
tain rivers, and fur other purposes, during the y car 
1837. 

An act to prope for continuing the construction 
and repair of certain roads, and for other purposes, 
during the year 1837. 

An act to authorise tie New Orleans and Carrall- 
ton rail road to construct a rail road from Carrollion 
to the town of Bayou Sara, in the state of Louisia- 
na. 

An act granting a pension to Wm. C. Beard, late 
a captain in the United States army. 

An act to amend an act entitled ‘‘an act for lap- 
ing off the towns of Fort Madison and Burlingtc n, 
in the county of Des Moines, and the towns of Bc:l- 
leview, Du Buque, and Mineral Point, in the cou a- 
ty of Iowa, territory of Wisconsin, and for other 
purposes,” approved July 2, 1836. 

An act to authorise and sanction the sales of re- 
serves provided for Creek Indians in the treaty of 
March 24, 1832, in certain cases, and for other pur- 
poses. 

An act explanatory of the act entitled “an act 
granting half-pay to widows and orphans whe're 
their husbands and fathers have died of wounds r 2- 
ceived in the military service of the United State s, 
and for other purposes.” 

An act making appropriations for building light 
houses, light boats, beacon lights, buoys and dolphin 
for the year 1837. 

An act concerning pilots. 

An act for the more equitable administration of 
the navy pension fund. : 

An act supplementary to the act entitled ‘‘an act 
to amend the judicial system of the United States.” 

An act to provide for the enlistment of boys for 
the naval service, and to extend the term of the en- 
listment of seamer. 

An act to authorise the secretary of the treasury 
to compromise the claim of the United States on the 





) Alleghany bank of Pennsylvania. 
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An act to extend for a longer period the several 
acts now in force for the relief of certain insolvent 
debtors of the United States. 

An act to amend an act, mr pcvathy the 2d of July, 
1836, for the relief of Samuel Smith, Lyun McGhee 
and Semoise, Creek Indians; and also an act, pass- 
a the 2d of July, 1836, for the relief of Susan Mar- 
ow. 

An act to incorporate the Howard institution of 
the city of Washington. 

An act confirming the claim of the heirs of Mi- 
chael Dragon to certain tracts of land therein men- 
tioned. 

An act for the appointment of commissioners to 
adjust the claims to reservations of land under the 
14th article of the treaty of 1830 with the Choctaw 
* Indians. 

An act to continue in foree for a limited time the 
act entitled ‘an act to carry into effect a conven- 
tion between the United States and Spain.” 

An act to continue the office of commissioner of 
pensions. 

An act to organize the several fire companies in 
the District of Golumbia. 

An act to incorporate the president and directors 
of the Firemen’s Insurance company of Washington 
anc Georgetown, in the District of Columbia. 

An actto provide for the adjustment of title and 
final disposition of the four reserved sections in the 
tract of country allotted to the Tombeckbee associ- 
ation for the encouragement of the cultivation of 
the vine and olive. 

An act to give the approval and confirmation of 
congress to * several acts of the legislative as- 
sembly of the territory of Wisconsin, incorporating 


banks. 
RELIEF ACTS. 

An act for the relief of Philip F. Voorhees; of 
Ebenezer Breed; of the legal representatives of Isaac 
Williams, deceased; of Henry Lee; of H. and D. 
Cotheal, of New York; of Charles W. Pickering; of 
Jerah Fenner; of David Kilbourn; of James Keytes; 
of Norman Holt; of John E. Wool; of Robert P. 
Letcher and Thomas P. Moore; of Andrew Knox; 
of John P. Becker; of William Christy; of Findley 
Kellock; of Alexander Gibson; of John Jeffers; of 
Abigail Appleton; of F. A. Parker; of Green Pryor 
and the heirs of Peter Pryor; of James Brown and 
John Brown, half-breeds of the Cherokee nation of 
Indians; of Peter Harmony, of New York; of Ca- 
tharine Myott; of George Frazer and others; of 
George F. Strother. 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolution to authorise the settlement of the ac- 
counts of Orange H. Dibble. 

Granting a pension to Susan Decatur, widow of 
the late Stephen Decatur. 

Authorising the secretary of the treasury to cor- 
rest a clerical error in the award of the commission- 
ers under the treaty with France of 1831. 

Directing the prompt publication of the annual 
stutement of commerce and navigation. 

To enable the postmaster general more readily to 
change the commencement of the contract year in 
the post office department. 

Authorising the secretary of the treasury to re- 
ceive from the bank of the United States, under the 
Pennsylvania charter, payment for the stock of the 
United States in the late bank of the United States. 


THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 
From the Globe of the 8th inst. 

TREASONS OF PRESIDENT JACKSON FOR NOT ACTING 
DEFINITIVELY ON THE BILL ENTITLED “AN ACT 
DESIGNATING AND LIMITING THE FUNDS RE- 
CEIVABLE FOR THE REVENUES OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

The bill from the senate, entitled ‘“‘an act desig- 
rating and limiting the funds receivable for the re- 
venues of the United States,” came to my hands 
yesterday at 2 o’clock, P. M. On perusing it, I 
{ound its provisions so complex and uncertain, that 
I deemed it necessary to obtain the opinion of the 
attorney general of the United States on several im- 
j ortant questions, touching its construction and ef- 
fect, before I could decide on the disposition to be 
»nade of it. The attorney general took up the sub- 
ject immediately, and his reply was reported to me 
this day at 5 o’clock, P. M. As this officer, after a 
careful and laborious examination of the bill, and a 
distinct expression of his opinion on the points pro- 
posed to hims still came to the conclusion that the 
construction of the bill, should it become a law, 
would be yet asubject of much perplexity and doubt, 
(a view of the bill entirely coincident with my own), 
and as I cannot think it proper, in a matter of such 
vital interest, and of such constant gr rst to 
approve a bill so liable to diversity of interpreta- 
tions, and more especially as I have not had time, 
amid the duties constantly pressing on me, to give 
the subject that deliberate consideration which its 








iepratanes demands, I am constrained to retain the 
bill, without acting definitively thereon; and to the 
end that my reasons for this step may be fully un- 
derstood, I shall cause this paper, with the opinion 
of the attorney general, and the bill in question, to 
be deposited in the department of state. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
Washington, March 3d, 1837, 4 before 12, P. M. 


Atto eneral’s office, March 3, 1837. 

Srr: I hace hack “the ea receive the several 
questions proposed to me by you, on the biil which 
has just passed the two houses of congress, entitled 
‘san act designating and limiting the funds receivable 
for the revenues of the United States,” aud which is 
now before you for consideration. These questions 
may be arranged under three general heads, and, in 
that order, I shall proceed to reply to them. 

“I. Will the proposed bill, if approved, repeal or 
alter the laws now in force designating the currency 
required to be received in payment of the public 
dues, for lands or otherwise? 

‘“Will it compel the treasury officers to receive the 
notes of specie paying banks, having the character- 
istics described in Hs first and second sections? 

“In what respect does it differ from, and how far 
will it change, the joint resolution of April 30, 1836?” 

Answer.—In order to a correct reply to this ques- 
tion, and indeed to any other question arising on this 
obscurely penned bill, we must first obtain a ge- 
neral view of allits provisions. 

The first section requires the secretary of the trea- 
sury to take measures for collecting the public reve- 
nue—first, in the legal currency of the United States, 
(i. e. gold and silver), or, second, in the notes of 
such specie paying banks as shall, from time to time, 
conform to certain conditions in regard to small bills, 
described in the section. This section does not ex- 
pressly give the secretary power to direct that any 
particular notes shall be received for lands or for du- 
ties, but it forbids the receipt of any paper currency 
other than such bank notes as are described in the 
section; and it requires the secretary to adopt mea- 
sures, in his discretion, to effectuate that prohibition. 

The second section extends the prohibition still 
further, by forbidding the receipt of any notes which 
the banks in which they are to be deposited shall 
not, under the supervision and control of the secre- 
tary of the treasury, agree to pass to the credit of 
the United States as cash; to which is added a pro- 
viso, authorising the secretary to withdraw the pub- 
lic deposites from any bank which shall refuse to re- 
ceive as cash, from the U. States, any notes receiv- 
able under the law, which such bank receives, in 
the ordinary course of business, on general deposite. 

The third and last section allows the receipt, as 
heretofore, of land scrip and treasury certificates for 
public lands, and forbids the secretary of the trea- 
sury to make any discrimination in the funds re- 
ceivable (other than such as results from the receipt 
of land scrip or treasury certificates) between the 
different branches of the public revenue. 

From this analysis of the bill it appears that, so 
far as regards bank notes, the bill designates and li- 
mits their receivableness for the revenues of the 
United States—first, by forbidding the receipt of 
any, except such as have all the characteristics de- 
scribed in the first and second sections of the bill; 
and, secondly, by restraining the secretary of the 
treasury from making any discrimination, in this re- 
spect, between the different branches of the public 
revenue. In this way the bill performs, to a certain 
extent, the office of “designating and limiting the 
funds receivable for the revenues of the United 
States,’ as mentioned in its tithe; but it would seem, 
from what has been stated, that it is only in this way 
that any such office is performed. This impression 
will be fully confirmed as we proceed. 

The bill, should it be approved, will be supple- 
mentary to the laws now in force, relating to the 
same subject; but as it contains no repealing clause, 
no provision of those former laws, except such as 
may be plainly repugnant to the present bill, will 
be repealed by it. 

The existing laws embraced in the above ques- 
tion, and applicable to the subject, are: 

Ist. 4s to duties on goods imported. The 74th 
section of the collection law of the 2d of March, 
1799, the first part of which, re-enacting in this re- 
spect the act of the 3lst of July, 1789, provides 
that all duties and fees to be collected shall be pay- 
able in money of the United States, or in foreign gold 
and silver coins, at the following rates,” &c. The 
residye of the section as to rates has been altered 
by subsequent laws, and the clause quoted was va- 
ried during the existence of the bank of the United 
States, the notes of which were expressly made re- 
ceivable in all payments to the United States, and 
during the existence of the act making treasury 
notes receivable, by such act, but in no other re- 
spect has it ever been repealed. 





2d. As te public lands. The general land |, 
the 10th of May, 1800, section 5, provided thas © é 
lands should be sold «at either public or p,i,," 
sale for less than two dollars per acre, and paymes 
may be made for the same by all purchasers eile 
in specie or in evidences of the public debt of the [,." 
ed States, at the rates prescribed” by a prio, le 
This provision was varied by the acts Telatiye : 
treasury notes, and the bank of the United Stat 
in like manner as above mentioned. The seen 
section of the general land law of the 24th of re 
1820, shenanin’ the allowance of credits on the «,) 
of public lands after the Ist day of July then next 
required every purchaser at public sale to make 
complete payment on the day of purchase; anq , 
purchaser at private sale to produce to the regist, 
a receipt from the treasurer of the United State; , 
from the receiver of the district, for the amount y 
the purchase money. The pearine to the 4th sey, 
tion of the same law enacted in respect to revert.) 
lands, and Jands remaining unsold, that they sho, 
not be sold for less price than one dollar and twenty. 
five cents per acre, ‘“‘nor on any other terms tha, 
that of cash payment.” This latter act has beg 
further modified by the act allowing Virginia |ay; 
a | to be received in payment for perie lands, 

3d. As to both duties ana lands. ‘The joint reg, 
lution of the 30th of April, 1816, provides that ti, 
secretary of the treasury “be required and directe; 
to adopt such measures as he may deein necessary 
to cause, as soon as may be, all duties, taxes, debi; 
or sums of money accruing, or becoming payable t) 
the United States, to be collected and paid in the 
legal currency of the United States, or treasury 
notes, or notes of the bank of the United States, , 
by law provided and declared, or in notes of bank; 
which are payable and paid on demand, in the sai 
legal currency of the United States; and that froy 
and after the twentieth day of February next, n 
such duties, taxes, debts, or sums of money, accr. 
ing or becoming payable to the United States, a 
aforesaid, ought to be collected or received other. 
wise than in the legal currency of the United States 
or treasury notes, or notes of the bank of the Unit. 
ed States, or in notes of banks which are payable 
and paid on demand, in the legal currency of the 
United States.” According to the opinion given 
by me, as a member of your cabinet, in the month 
of July last, and to which I still adhere, this resolv. 
tion was mandatory only as it respected the legal 
currency of the United States, treasury notes, and 
notes of the bank of the United States; and in r- 
epee to the notes of the state banks, though pay- 
able and paid in specie, was permissive merely in 
the discretion of the secretary; and in accordance 
with this opinion has been the practical construc- 
tion given to the resolution by the treasury depatt- 
ment. It is known to you, however, that distiv- 
guished names have been vouched for the opinion 
that the resolution was mandatory as to the notes 
of all specie paying banks; that the debtor had the 
right, at his option, to make payment in such notes; 
and that if tendered by him, the treasury officers 
had no discretion to refuse them. 

It is thus seen that the laws now in force, so fat 
as they positively enjoin the receipt of any particulat 
currency in payment of the public dues, are col 
fined to gold and silver, except that in certain cases 
Virginia land scrip and treasury certificates are 
directed to be received on the sale of public lands. 
In my opinion, there is nothing in the bill before 
me repugnant to those laws. The bill does not ¢ 
pressly declare and enact that any particular speci¢s 
of currency shall be receivable in payment of the 
public revenue. On the contrary, as the provisio0s 
of the first and second sections are chiefly of a n¢- 
gative character, I think they do not take away the 
power of the secretary previously possessed undet 
the acts of congress, and as the agent of the pres!- 
dent, to forbid the masaigs of any bank notes which 
are not, by some act of congress, expressly made 
absolutely receivable in payment of the public 
dues. 

The above view will, I think, be confirmed by * 
closer examination of the bill. It sets out with the 
assumption that their is a currency established ») 
law, (i. e. gold and silver), and it further assume 
that the public revenue of all descriptions ought" 
be collected exclusively in such legal currency, © 
in bank notes of a certain character; and therefor 
it provides that the secretary of the treasury shal 
take measures to effect a collection of the revenv® 
‘in the legal currency of the United States, or!" 
notes of banks which are payable and paid on de- 
mand in the said legal currency,” under certain t 
strictions, afterwards mentioned in the act. wv 

The question, then, arises, are bank notes hav! 
the requisite characteristics, placed by the claus 
just quoted, on the same footing with the legal cu” 
rency, so as make it the duty of the secretary © 
the treasury to allow the receipt of them, wher 
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‘ | ? y judgment, such is 
aed that : dered et of the provision. : 
© OF priva, Me congress had intended to make so important an 
one Pay men, i tion of the existing law as to om the re- 
mers, eilhe ree officers to take payment in the bank notes 
% Of the Uni, ger Be in the bill, the natural phraseology would 
~ PYior Jay ge peen, “in the legal currency of the United 
8 relative , wn and in notes of banks which are payable 
+e State, e sid in the said legal currency,” &c. And it 
jet © Seco; im vepsonable to presume that congress would have 
1 of April ed such phraseology, or would have gone on to 
8 On the Sale r ke a distinct provision, expressly declaring that 
i then heyt: th bank notes should be receivable, as was done 
ale to mal, ‘he bank charters of 1790 and 1816; and as was 
ycd alld thy sa done by the acts relative to evidences of debt, 
one Tegiste vasury notes and Virginia land scrip. The form 
od States « one of these provisions (the 14th section of the 
h amount j t incorporating the late bank of the United States) 
oe il] illustrate the idea I desire to present. «Sec. 
fe reverte/ 4, And be it further enacted, That the bills or notes 
'€Y Shouli He the said corporation, originally made payable, or 
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has bee nless otherwise directed by act of congress.”— 
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o require comment. : ; 
It is true that the word “or,” when it occurs in 
wills and agreements, is sometimes construed to 
mean and, in order to give effect to the plain intent 
»f the parties; and such a construction of the word 
may sometimes be given when it occurs in statutes, 
where the general intent of the law makers evident- 
; requires it. But this construction of the word in 
he present case, is not only unnecessary, but, in m 
ppinion, repugnant to the whole scope of the bill, 
which so far from commanding the public officers 
o receive bank notes in cases not required by the 
existing laws, introduces several new prohibitions 
on the receipt of such notes. 
~ Nor do I think this one of those cases in which a 
"choice is given to the debtor, to pay in one or other 
"of two descriptions of currency, both of which are 
"receivable by law. Such achoice was given by 
the land law of the 10th of May, 1800, section 5th, 
*between specie and the evidences of the public 
‘debt of the United States then receivable by law; 
yandalso by the joint resolution of the 30th of April, 
1816, between “*the legal currency of the United 
| States, or treasury notes, or notes of the bank of the 
United States, as by law provided and declared.” 
) The option given by that resolution continued in 
‘force so long as the laws providing and declaring 
that treasury notes and notes of the bank of the 
, United States should be receivable in payments to 
' the United States, and ceased when those laws ex- 
'pired. The distinction between that description of 
paper currency which is, by law, expressly made 
receivable in payment of public dues, and the notes 
of the state banks which were only permitted to be 
received, is plainly marked in the resolution of 
1816. While the former are placed on the same 
footing with the legal currency, because, by previ- 
ous laws, it had been so “‘provided and declared,” the 
latter were left to be received or not received, at 
the discretion of the secretary of the treasury, ex- 
cept that he was restricted from allowing any to be 
~ Teceived which were not payable and paid on de- 
» mand in the legal currency. The bank notes spo- 
ken of in the bill before me, having never been 
made receivable by law, must be regarded as be- 
© longing to the latter class, and not to the former; 
; and there can, therefore, be no greater obligation 
) under the present bill, should it become a law, to 
receive them in payment, than there was to receive 
_ the paper of the state banks under the resolution 
| of 1816, 
: As to the difference between this bill and the 
| jomt resolution of 1816. The bill differs from that 
_ Tesolution in the following particulars: 

Ist. It says nothing of treasury notes and the 
hotes of the bank of the United States, which, by 
the resolution of 1816, are recognized as having 
een made receivable by laws then in force, in pay- 
Ment of public dues of all descriptions. 
2d. It abridges the discretion left with the secre- 
Pal of the treasury by that resolution, by positively 
pidding the receipt of bank notes not having 
| ‘le characteristics described in the first and se- 
| Cond sections of the bill; whereas the receipt of 
| Some of the notes so forbidden, might, under the 
_ Tesolution of 1816, have been allowed by the se- 
Cretary, 
| . 3d. It forbids the making of any discrimination, 

in respect to the receipt of bank notes, between the 

different branches of the public revenue; whereas 
© s¢cretary of the treasury, under the resolution 

. 1816, was subject to no such restraint, and had 

t € power to make the discrimination forbidden b 

Lis bill, except as to the notes of the bank of the 

hited States and treasury notes. 
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This bill, if approved, will change the resolution 
of 1816, so far as it now remains in force, in the 
second and third particulars just mentioned; but, in 
my opinion, as already suggested, will change it in 
no other respect. 

“II. What isthe extent of the supervision and 
control allowed by this bill to the secretary of the 
treasury over the notes to be received by the depo- 
site banks? 

«And does it allow him to direct what particular 
notes shall, or shall not, be received for lands or for 
duties?” 

Answer. After maturely considering, so far as 
time has been allowed me, the several provisions of 
the bill, I think the following conclusions may fair- 
ly be drawn from them, when taken in connection 
with the laws now in force, and above referred to, 
and that, should it become a law, they will proper- 
ly express its legal effect. 

Ist. That the secretary of the treasury cannot di- 
rect the receipt of any notes, except such as are is- 
sned by banks which conform to the first section 
of the law, and such as will be passed by the pro- 
per deposite bank, to the credit of the United States 
as cash. 

2d. That he may direct the receipt of notes issued 
by banks which conform to the first section; provid- 
ed the deposite bank in which the notes are to be 
deposited, shall agree to credit them as cash. 

3d. That if the deposite bank in which the mo- 
ney is to be deposited, shall refuse to receive, as 
cash, the notes designated by the secretary, and 
which such bank receives in the ordinary course of 
business, on general deposite, he may withdraw the 
public deposites and select another depository which 
will agree to receive them. 

4th. That if he cannot find a depository, which 
will so agree, then that the secretary cannot direct 
or authorise the receipt of any notes, except such 
as the deposite bank, primarily entitled to the depo- 
sites, will agree to receive and deposite as cash. 

5th. That although a deposite bank might be 
willing to receive from the collectors and receivers, 
and to credit as cash, notes of certain banks which 
conform to the first section; yet, for the reasons be- 
fore stated, I am of opinion that the secretary is 
not obliged to allow the receipt of such notes. 

6th. The secretary is forbidden to make any dis- 
crimination in the funds receivable, “between the 
different branches of the public revenue;” and 
therefore, though he may forbid the receipt of the 
notes of any particular bank or class of banks, not 
excluded by the bill, and may forbid the receipt of 
notes of denominations larger than those named in 
the bill, yet when he issues any such prohibition, it 
must apply to all the branches of the public reve- 
nue. 

7th. If I am right in the foregoing propositions, 
the result will be, that the proposed law will leave 
in the secretary of the treasury, power to prohibit 
the receipt of particular notes, provided his prohibi- 
tion apply to both lands und duties; and power to 
direct what particular notes allowed by the law, 
shall be received, provided he can find a deposite bank 
which will agree to receive and credit them as cash. 

“III. Are the deposite banks the sole judges, 
under this bill, of what notes they will receive? Or 
are they bound to receive the notes of every specie 
paying bank, chartered or unchartered, wherever 
situated, in any part of the United States?” 

Answer. In my opinion, the deposite banks, un- 
der the bill in question, will be the sole judges of 
the notes to be received by them from any collector 
or receiver of public money; and they will not be 
bound to receive the notes of any other bank whose 
notes they may choose to reject; provided the 
apply the same rule to the United States, whic 
they apply to their other depositors. In other 
words, the general rule, as to what notes are to be 
received as cash, prescribed by each deposite bank, 
for the regulation of its ordinary business, must be 
complied with by the collectors and receivers, 
whose moneys are to be deposited with that bank. 
But it will not therefore follow, that those officers 
will be bound to receive what the bank generally 
receives; because, as already stated, they may re- 
fuse, of their own accord, or under the direction of 
the secretary of the treasury, any bank notes not 
expressly directed by act of congress to be received 
in payment of the public dues. 

t have thus answered the several questions pro- 

osed on the bill before me; and although I have 
bien necessarily obliged to examine the subject 
with much haste, I have no other doubts as to the 
soundness of the construction above given, than 
such as belong to discussions of this nature, and to 
a proper sense of the fallibility of human judg- 
ment. It is, however, my duty to remind you, that 
very different opinions were expressed in the course 
of the debates on the proposed law, by some of the 


from these debates, that the bill, in some instances 
at least, was supported under the impression that 
it would compel the treasury officers to receive all 
bank notes possessing all the characteristics de- 
scribed in the first and second sections; and that 
the secretary of the treasury would have no power 
to forbid their receipt. It must be confessed, that 
the language is sufficiently ambiguous to give some 
plausibility to such a construction; and that it 
seems to derive some support from the refusal of 
the house of representatives to consider an amend- 
ment reported by the committee of ways and means 
of that house, which would, substantially, have 
given to the bill, in explicit terms, the interpreta- 
tion I have put onit, and have removed the uncer- 
tainty which now pervades it. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it may reasonably be expected that 
the true meaning of the bill, should be passed into 
a law, will become a subject of discussion and 
controversy, and probably remain involved in much 
ed aig and doubt, until it shall have been settled 

y a judicial decision. How far these latter con- 
siderations are to be regarded by you in your 
decision on the bill, is a question which belongs 
to another place, and on which, etclen, I for- 
bear to enlarge in this communication. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, 
your obedient servant, B. F. BUTLER. 

To the president of the United States. 

An act designating and limiting the funds receiva- 
ble for the revenues of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America in congress as- 
sembled, ‘That the secretary of the treasury be, and 
hereby is, required to adopt such measures as he 
may deem necessary to effect a collection of the 
public revenue of the United States, whether aris- 
ing from duties, taxes, debts, or sales of lands, in 
the manner and on the principles herein provided; 
that is, that no such duties, taxes debts, or sums of 
money payable for lands, shall ve collected or re- 
ceived otherwise than in the legal currency of the 
United States, or in notes of banks which are pay- 
able and paid on demand in the said legal currency 
of the United States, under the following restric- 
tions and conditions in regard to such notes, to wit: 
from and after the passage of this act, the notes of 
no bank which shall issue or circulate bills or notes 
of a less denomination than five dollars shall be re- 
ceived on account of the public dues; and, from and 
after the thirtieth day of December, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-nine, the notes of no bank which 
shall issue or circulate bills or notes of a less deno- 
mination than ten dollars shall be so receivable; 
and, from and after the thirtieth day of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, the like 

rohibition shall be extended to the notes of all 
anks issuing bills or notes of a less denomination 
than twenty dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no notes 
shall be received by the collectors or receivers of 
the public money which the banks, in which the 
are to be deposited, shall not, under the supervi- 
sion and control of the secretary of the treasury, 
agree to pass to the credit of the United States as 
cash: Provided, That, if any deposite bank shall 
refuse to receive and pass to the credit of the Unit- 
ed States as cash, any notes receivable under the 
provisions of this act, which said bank, in the ordi- 
nary course of business, receives on general depo- 
site, the secretary of the treasury is hereby authoris- 
ed to withdraw the public deposites from said bank. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall not be so construed as to prohibit receivers or 
collectors of the dues of the government from re- 
ceiving for the public lands any kind of land scrip 
or treasury certificates now authorised by law, but 
the same shall hereafter be received for the public 
lands in the same way and manner as has hereto- 
fore been practised; and it shall not be lawful for 
the secretary of the treasury to make any discrimi- 
nation in the funds receivable between the different 
branches of the public revenue, except as is pro- 


vided in this section. 
JAMES K. POLK, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
W. R. KING, 
President of the senate pro tempore. 
I certify that this bill did originate in the senate. 
Assury DIcKENs, secretary. 





BANK OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
STOCK OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

In the house of representatives on the 25th ult. the 
following memorial was presented by the speaker: 
To the senate and house of representatives in con- 

gress assembled: 

The memorial of the president, directors and 
company of the bank of the United States, respect- 








‘members who took part therein. 


It would seem, 


fully represents: That, having recently seen among 
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the documents printed by congress, a report of the 
secretary of the treasury, in which he laments that 
he has not been able to settle with the bank, and 
invokes the aid of congress, they deem it proper to 
state that they are now, as they always have been, 
ready and anxious to settle; and that not the slight- 
est delay, nor the least obstacle of any kind, can 
justly be ascribed to them. This they propose to 
render obvious in a few words. 

In a settlement between the government and the 
bank, one of two courses was necessary. The first 
was to wind up the whole business of the institu- 
tion and divide the proceeds; a mode inevitable, had 
the bank ceased its operations on the 4th of March. 
But, as the institution continued, with no change 
except the retirement of a single partner, it was 
deemed a process equally harsh and useless to force 
the country to pay sixty millions of debts at a mo- 
ment of general embarrassment, merely to balance 
the books of the bank; and the second mode was 
therefore preferred—that of estimating the value of 
the stock on the 4th of March, and paying the go- 
vernment its proportion. This was the easiest aud 
simplest, and fairest mode of adjustment. It was 
obviously ‘the mode contemplated by congress, who, 
on the 23d of June, 1836, authorised the secretary 
of the treasury to receive payment “in such instal- 
ments, and payable at such times, and with such 
rates of interest as he shall see fit to agree to.” To 
estimate the value of the stock was, therefore, the 
first step towards the settlement. Accordingly, 
soon after the secretary received his authority from 
congress, a report was made by a joint committee 
of three members of the late bank, three of the new, 
and three impartial umpires connected with neither, 
stating the value of the stock. This valuation on 
the part of the bank was transmitted to the secreta- 
ry, with an offer ‘that all the materials upon which 
itis founded will, of course, be submitted to any 
examination which you may desire to make;” and 
that the bank “‘would be equally ready to adopt any 
mode which may be deemed expedient for making 
such a division of the assets of the bank as may as- 
sure to the government its just and ample propor- 
tion.”?” To this communication the secretary an- 
swered on the 19th and 20th September, as follows: 
“I have cheerfully accepted your offer to permit an 
examination to be made of the materials upon which 
that report is founded;” and will appoint three gen- 
tlemen ‘‘to investigale those materials and report to 
me their views upon them, and also the proper basis of 
a settlement.” These commissioners accordingly 
visited the bank, and, after nearly four months, re- 
ported. It was naturally presumed that when they 
made their report, the secretary would inform the 
board of directors whether their valuation accorded 
with that of the bank, or in what respect it diifer- 
ed, so as to enable the board to accept the terms or 
to offer others, or in some mode advance the settle- 
ment. It is much to be regretted that such a course 
was not pursued. But, since the month of Septein- 
ber, when the secretary apprized the board of the 
coming of the commissioners, who were to report 
their estimate to him, no communication of any 
kind whatsoever was made to them by the secreta- 
ry; but while they were waiting to know whether 
their valuation was acceptable to him, or in what 
it was deemed deficient, they were surprised by a 
communication, not to them, but to congress, stat- 
ing the failure of his negotiation. They regret this, 
because, if the board had been made acquainted 
with the wishes of the government, as explained 
in the report now made to congress, they would 
have instantly and cheerfully acceeded to them.— 
That regret is deepened by another measure of the 
secretary, which seems alike unauthorised and un- 
fortunate. 

The act of congress of the 23d June, 1836, di- 
rected the secretary to “receive the capital stock be- 
longing to the United States in the late bank of the 
United States, in such instalments, and payable at 
such times, and with such rates of interest, as he 
shall see fit to agree to, and also to settle and ad- 
just the claim for surplus profits, accruing on said 
capital stock, on such terms as he may think pro- 

er.” 
" When this act passed it was perfectly well known 
to every member of congress that, for nearly four 
years preceding, there had been a disputed question 
of law between the government and the bank, in 
regard to damages on a bill of exchange, which the 
bank had in vain urged the executive to pursue be- 
fore the judicial tribunals. The subject had been 
often before congress—before the committee of 
ways and means in 1833, who proposed no measure 
in regard to it—before the committee on finance of 





| been received. 
the senate, who, in their report of the 18th of De- | congress, I refrain from delayin 


government thinks itself wronged by such proceed- 
ings, the law prescribes the manner in which it shall 
seek redress.’’ With the full knowledge of these 
facts, when congress authorised the secretary to set- 
tle with the bank for the capital stock, and the sur- 
plus profits, they certainly could not have intended 
to refuse the receipt of this capital stock and sur- 
plus profits, unless the bank should surrender, un- 
conditionally, its right to a judicial trial of the ques- 
tion which one of their own standing committees 
had decided in favor of the bank. Yet, without 
any, the slightest authority from congress, the se- 
cretary, as appears by the public documents, has 
deterinined that he will never settle with the bank 
without a previous surrender of its rights—declar- 
ing that, ‘‘preliminary to a final adjustment of this 
interest, the treasury department would require that 
the bank should pay that portion of the dividend on 
the stock of the United States which had been with- 
held for damages on the draft upon the French go- 
vernment.” Now, it is manifest that this is a pro- 
ceeding which congress did not authorise, and can 
scarcely sanction. It cannot be that the congress 
of the United States, after passing a law declaring 
the mode in which questions between the govern- 
ment and the citizens are to be adjudicated, and af- 
ter seeing the bank pursue exactly that mode, will 
now endeavor to force the institution out of the 
path of law, by refusing to adjudge other interests, 
which have no connexion whatever with that con- 
troversy. 

The original claim of damages was a necessary act 
of duty by the bank in favor of the government, who, 
if there was any right to draw the bill, had an equal 
right to the damages. The pecuniary interest in- 
volved was and is a matter of indiflerence. It was 
only the tone assumed in regard to it, and the evi- 
dent design of forcing the bank to abandon its rights, 
which gave importance tothe claim and forbade the 
surrender of it. The board of directors would deem 
themselves faithless, not merely to the institution, 
but to the cause of constitutional freedom, if they 
could be thus driven from the courts of justice by 
any menace from an executive officer. They have 
accordingly decided the question deliberately and 
irrevocably. If the proffer of a judicial decision is 
accepted by the government, the bank will cheer- 
fully abide the result. But until then there should 
not be, and there cannot be, any surrender, or con- 
cession, or compromise. 

The board of directors will now make one final 
offer to settle, and they make it directly to your ho- 
norable bodies, so as to avert the hazard of any fur- 
ther mediation. They learn from the printed report 
of the secretary, that the commissioners would have 
recommended the following terms of settlement: 

To value each share of the stock at $115 58, and 
receive payment forit by equal instalments, payable 
in September 1837, 1835, 1539, and 1840, with six 
per cent. interest until paid. 

The board of directors agree, at once, to those 
terms, and are ready to carry them into execution. 

They do not stop to inquire whether this be not 
too much. They prefer that it should be too much. 
They will never differ with congress about mere 
sums of money, and are specially anxious to termi- 
nate their connexion with the government ina man- 
ner satisfactory to all parties. By order of the board: 

N. BIDDLE, president. 
From the Washington Globe. 
Senate Chamber, Washington, 25th Feb. 1837. 

Dear sir: I find this moment, upon my table,a 
printed copy of the memorial of the bank, present- 
ed to the senate on yesterday, and referred to the 
committee on finance. As Monday is the regular 
day of meeting of the committee, and the period of 
the session admonishes us to avoid delay, I enclose 
to you herein the copy of the memorial, and request 
from you any facts within the possession of yourself 
or of the department, touching the complaints put 
forth in the memorial, of want of frankness and 
courtesy on the part of the agents of the govern- 
ment, and also your views as to any and what ac- 
tion the memorial may call for from the committee 
or from congress. In great haste, I am, most re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 

SILAS WRIGHT, Jr. 
The hon. Levi Woodbury, seccretary of the treasury. 


Treasury Department, February 27, 1837. 
Sir: Your note of the 25th instant, enclosing a 
copy of the memorial to the senate concerning the 
claim of the U. States against the bank, and which 
had been referred to the committee on finance, has 
At this late period of the session of 
its action on this 


cember, 1834, declared that the right of the bank | subject, whichis so very desirable before an ad- 
was ‘founded in strict law;” that «the retainer was | journment, and shall, therefore, not consume time by 
avowedly made to procure a submission to the | entering into any very detailed views concerning 
courts and juries of the couutry;” and that “if the | certain topics connected with the memorial. 











oe 
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— a 
The documents relating to this claim, anq , . 
efforts made for its settlement by this departy ie 
which were annexed to the last annual repo, . 
to the special report made by it to both houg. * 
the 30th of January last, contain sufficient ex); 

tions on many of those topics. They will fuily i 
whether most of the complaints stated in th, . 
morial are not, as is there averred in respect to neal 
of the measures of this department, “alike unanty 
rised and unfortunate.” . 

The memorialists seem disatisfied at the cours. 
the department in referring the whole subjec : 
congress, thought it was not done till after all the h 
tempts for a settlement had failed; which are 
plained in those documents. They further aggex 
that. on the part of the bank, in relation to this gy 
ject, there has not been ‘‘the slightest delay,” , 
‘the least obstacle of any kind.” 

But the facts enumerated in the reports ang »,, 
pers before mentioned, show that during the jay 
summer no reply whatever could be obtained {ip, 
the bank concerning a settlement, till a second je, 
ter was addressed to it by this department. The, 
show, likewise, that on the twenty-fifth of Jy 
when a resolution of that date was enclosed to ,, 
by the bank, holding out the expectation of maki, 
an early communication as to a settlement in cong. 
quence of the expected report of their committe 
the report was made on the same day, but was ny 
forwarded to this department till the tenth of the e;, 
suing September; and that certain information ¢p. 
sired in my first letter in June, to aid me in makiny 
an arrangement, and the request repeated again jy 
September, has not, after the lapse of so many 
months, been yet communicated. Without going 
further into the details as to any delays or obstacle 
on the part of the bank in the preliminary correspon. 
dence, it appears, further, that the department in its 
letter of September last, as weil as through its ageni 
or commissioners in their subsequent letter, urged 
the bank to pay over as soon as practicable, any por. 
tion of the sum to which the United States might is 
the end be found entitled; and that the bank has not. 
withstanding delayed to make any such payuwent, 
though the agents of the department considered that 
a large sum, amounting to some millions of dollars, 
was both just and proper to be paid before the Isto 
January last. 

Another ground of regret expressed in the memo- 
rial, and of apparent complaint, is, that a copy of 
the report of the agents of this department was not 
furnished to the bank chartered by Pennsylvania be- 
fore it was submitted to congress, intimating that, 
in such event, that bank would have ‘instantly an( 
cheerfully acceded” to the wishes of the government 
as explained by this department, 

How well founded any complaint may be on thai 
ground, can with ease be ascertained, since it ap- 

ears by the documents annexed to the above nami 
report, that, on the request of this Seetunen’ to the 
bank of the United States chartered by congress, 10 
appoint a committee to unite with ours, for the pur- 
pose of endeavoring to bring about an arrangemelt 
of the claim in question, a committee was a yeye 
by that bank, in conjunction with the bank of the 
United States chartered by the state of Pennsylv- 
nia. This last committee, it seems, conferred avi 
corresponded with ours freely and frequently during 
the whole inquiry. The grounds of ditierence wert 
fully discussed and explained; and, after all reason- 
able efforts had failed to bring about an agreemetl 
upon terms mutually acceptable, then, and not tll 
then, did our agents make a separate report. A {vl 
statement of all these proceedings appears in thé! 
report and the accompanying correspondence, (s¢* 
page 20). 

Yet now it would seem that the president of the 
bank of the United States chartered by the state 0! 
Pennsylvania, regrets that a copy of the report was 
not transmitted to that bank, to show the views ° 
the committee, before it was sent to congress 
though these views had been fully and explicitly 
developed while at Philadelphia to the joint com 
mittee of that bank, and the bank chartered by 
congress. He further asserts that, if the views 
our committee had been made known to his bank 
the terms expressed by them to be proper would 
have been “instantly and cheerfully acceded t, 
though his own committee distinctly refused to @ 
cede to them; and-bis bank, to which they prob 
bly reported in full, has never signified, until tb's 
memorial, any inclination to differ from the groun® 





before assumed by its committee, or to accede to 
| what they, acting in its behaif, had deliberately 2" 
distinctly declined. 


But it is a source of much satisfaction to this - 
partment now to learn that, after more mature A 
liberation, one of the banks in behalf of which that 
committee acted, has determined to accept the ter™ 
recommended by our agents as to the valuation © 


ithe shares; and has thus given a sanction to tH 
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‘ela i king and insisting 
of their course in making 
na and to 4 prrecinee hicher estimate of the value of the 
. . Aningi, pee the United States than the first or the 
or . *11: 
rh house, road committee of the bank were willing to 
lent explan jopt. , . h ‘al 
lf & her subject referred to in the memorial, 
poly Shoy Nia, oteee maNien the bill of exchange drawn 
; a Ihe. 4" French government, and the dividends se- 
ike i tered and withheld upon that pretension, has 
UNauth, nes heretofore so fully discussed, that I forbear 
the e¢ + to enter at all into the consideration of its 
e sub pM But it is a matter of some surprise that 
ter pe ve authority or course adopted by this department 
ich atte “ttempting to make an adjustment on that sub- 
irther tie, et, under the act of June last, should appear to 





2 impugned the memorial on the ground that 


eet, b 
nN to this gy he power ch aa by the act did not warrant its 











delay,” ¢ soceedings. The power extends to the settle- 
orts and rent and adjustment of the ‘capital stock” and 
Sas _ ¥ surplus profits.” But it is to be observed that 
btained f° he dividends withheld on account of the damages 
a Second ms, aimed by the bank chartered by congress had 


arried to the profit and loss account, as was 
on by the committee of the banks, or in effect 
bad been added to the amount of surplus profits, 
nd now constitute a part of those surplus profits. 
; it not, therefore, obvious, that before the whole 
nount of surplus profits, realized by the bank 
hartered by congress, can be correctly ascertained, 
nd the value of the share of the United States in 
rofits settled, it should first‘be determined, 
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the money, provided it did not have the use of it 
during the whole period till its formal repayment. 
For further particulars on this question, reference 
can be had to the printed opinions of the attorney 
general, and the views of this department in the 
annual report to congress, December, 1834. It 
would, therefore, seem proper, and it is submitted 
to your consideration, and that of any committee 
nniting with you on the part of the bank, whether 
the claim for constructive damages had not better 
be relinquished by the bank, and ouly a full indem- 
nity for any actual loss be received, and the value 
of the stock be estimated on that basis—the bank, 
in the mean time, paying over the dividends to the 
United States, which were withheld in 1834.”’ 

But, though the agents of the department proper- 
ly proceeded to effect a future ainicable adjustment, 
if peers in full or in part, notwithstanding the 
refusal to pay the dividends withheld, yet they did 
this, not with a view of abandoning the claim of 
the government for the whole of those dividends, 
after deducting any interest or actual expenses due. 
Because it was a claim always insisted on by this, 
department as just, a claim so well sustained by 
equitable and legal principles, and a claim which 
had been so ably nes og by the official opinions 
of the highest law officers of the government. Nor 
can the department now recommend to congress 
any relinquishment or compromise of it. In re- 
spect to the night or propriety of the bank charter- 
ed by Pennsylvania, to arraign the course of this 
department on the present subject, even had it been 
so “unauthorised and unfortunate” as the memorial 
supposes, [ shall not now stop to inquire; because 
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pte nossible, whether the bank shall retain the whole 
ted again i; (ammo! those dividends or not? 

of so many fee. It, therefore, became proper to attempt the ar- 
thout goins angement of that question in the first instance. | 
or obstacks EM once, in the instructions to the agents of this 
y correspon. fe jepartment, they were required to urge the bank 
‘tment a 0 pay over the dividends withheld, except the 


sum equitably due to the bank for interest and any 


rh its agent But th ee t di 
actual expenses incurred. But they were not di- 


etter, urged 


le, any por. rected, as represented in the memorial, to insist on 
tes night ig that as a “preliminary,” indispensable to the re- 
nk has pot. Imeccipt of any portion of what was due, or indispen- 
D payment, REeesable to an agreement as to the value of the shares. 
sidered that REMtad the bank aceeeded to this request, the profits 
of dollars, now forming a part of the basis of a proposed ar- 
e the Isto: MEeeTangement, would then have been reduced to the 

extent of the difference, or probably about 160,000 
the memo. Eee dollars, and the share of the United States to about 
ta copy of Je one-fifth of those profits, would have been estimat- 
ont was not eee proportionably less. But instead of receiving 
ylvania be. Jee OMY one-fifth of it as profits, they would have ob- 
vating that, Me taiued, as dividends due, the whole of the other 
stantly ani eee four-fifths, being over a $130,000 more, and which 


© have so loug been withheld from them by the bank. 


Hence the agents very properly deemed it a 


rovernmett 





be on tha (le “Preliminary” question to settle, if practicable, 
ince it ap. [Eee How much of those dividends should be included 
ove named fee 220ng the profits, and accordingly used the lan- 
ment tothe Mae g2ge in their report which is incorrectly attribut- 
ongress, 10 [ae el in the memorial of this department. But though 
or the pur the committee of the bank declined paying over 
ranvemelt any of those dividends, and insisted on holding the 
appointed whole as profits, this circumstance did not, as my 
ank of the iistructions show, or as the course of the agents of 
Jennsylva tie treasury proves, prevent the agents from pro- 
Boerod and creding to make an examination, and to attempt 
tly during agreement as to what ought to be considered 
ence were the true value of the shares. Neither of the com- 
all reason ae Mittees regarded the failure to agree to pay any 
cemeomenl one of the dividends as a preventive to an arrange- 
nd pot fill inent of the rest of the subject. They proceeded, 
rt. A full therefore, to estimate that value on the basis as- 
min, thal sumed by the bank, that the whole of the dividends 
ence, (set Withheld were to be-regarded as among the surplus 
profits, and the agents of the department tried in 
ont of the vain to bring the committee of the bank even on 
ne state of tieir own basis, to place an estimate on that value 
eport was | equal to what the bank now offers. So far, there- 
views of fore, from any ‘“‘menace”’ or any thing which com- 
ongress— fame ON fairness could torture into an attack on ‘‘con- 
explicitly titutional freedom;” having, as the memorial in- 
sint com timates, been used in any of the communications 
rtered by from this department connected with this attempt 
views 0: ie at an adjustment of any part of our claims, not the 
his bank, fe S!Shtest pretence exists for the charge in the in- 
er would ie ret eg on this point, the whole of which were as 
to,” i OWS: 
wage ate “4. Itis further wished that in forming an opinion 
xy proba: of the value of the assets of the bank on the 3d of 
until this & March, you should take into consideration the 
e grounds , nount of dividends due to the United States which 
accede {0 148 been withheld and applied by the bank in pay+ 
ately and ment of a claim for damages on the draft or order 
drawn by the department on the French govern- | 
o this de- ment. Under all the circumstances of that case, 
ature de- _ department cannot recognize the right of the 
hich that rank to any thing except the actual expenses in- 
the terms curred by it, in consequence of the failure by the 
nation of J . "ach government to pay the draft, with the usual 
on to the luterest thereon, while the bank had not the use of 





congress must be well aware that the signer of that 
| memorial is not, and for near a year has not been, 
president of the United States bank chartered by 
| the general government; that this department has 
/opened no correspondence with him or the state 

bank in respect to this claim and its settlement, but 
merely catied with courtesy to any communica- 
| tion he might choose to volunteer on the subject.— 
| The efforts of this departinent have rather been di- 
'reeted to induce the bank of the United States 
chartered by congress, and its officers, to make a 
seasonable and just arrangement upon this embar- 
rassing affair. 

The United States own no stock in the bank in 
behalf of which this memorial has been presented to 
congress; indeed they are expressly excluded by the 
terms of its charter from any direct interest in it. 
Unless congress may” choose to release its claim 
upon the bank chartered by itself, and accept the 
bank chartered by the state of Pennsylvania as its 
debtor, either in the capacity of trustee or substi- 
tute, the United States have no immediate claim 
whatever upon the latter institution. The bank 
chartered by congress is still in existence for the 
purpose of settling its affairs and paying over what 
is due to its stockholders. It has a president and 
all other necessary officers, and it is for congress to 
decide whether a new debtor—a new corporation, 
over which it possesses less legal control, shall be 
substituted for the bank originally chartered by its 
own authority, and which has not heretofore made, 
and does not now make directly any specific offer 
of payment or compromise. 

But the corporation created by the state of Penn- 
sylvania, ia represented to have become the trustee 
of that one chartered by congress, and may be now 
acting in its behalf, though it never has become its 
trustee by the consent of the United States or of this 
department. If regarded as amply able and safe for 
the fulfilment of any obligation it may enter into 
with reyard to this claim, whether with or without 
collateral security, it would seem to be proper that 
authority should be given by some law or joint re- 
solution, to accept its obligations, under such limi- 
tations as sound prudence may dictate, considering 
the character of the institution and the great amount 
of the debt. 

Without such authority, the treasury department 
would not of course feel justified in making any ar- 
rangement whatever with the state bank in question, 
or with its officers, in respect to this important 
claim, and by such “‘unauthorised”’ course to change 
| the debtor ofthe government, and perhaps lessen 
_what congress might consider its present legal 
security for eventual payment. 

Whether the bank will or ‘“‘will never differ with 
/congress about mere sums of money,” and whether 
‘in respect to the French bill “the pecuniary in- 
terest involved was and is a matter of indifference” 
or not, after its two committees differed so much 

from the views of ours, and ‘the pecuniary interest 
| involved” has been insisted on till now, and after its 
large contested claim to withhold the dividends was 
| and is yet persisted in though so manifestly inequi- 
table, might have been deemed questionable but for 
| the declarations in the memorial, which, it is hoped, 








doubt or difficulty on those points. But, should any 
misfortune, so much to be deprecated, prevent that 
desirable result, certain it is that the bank cannot 
be more anxious than this department “to avert the 
hazard of any further mediation” connected with 
it, and to enable the president and directors of the 
institution chartered by congress, at the earliest 
possible moment, ‘‘to terminate their connection 
with the government.”? Respectfully, yours, 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
Hon. Silus Wright, jr. chairman of committee on 
jinance of the senate. 


RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

Mr. Howard from the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, to which had been referred the message of the 
president of the United States of the 8th of Febru- 
ay made the following report thereon. 

The committee on foreign affairs, to which was re- 
ferred the message of the president of the United 
States ofthe 8th of February, relative to Mexico, 
have had the same under consideration, and re- 
spectfully offer the following report: 

he history of the relations between the United 
States and Mexico exhibits an unbroken succession 
of good feelings, and, as far as the occasion permit- 
ted, of kind offices, on the part of the American go- 
vernment, following out, in this as in other respects, 
the disposition and wishes of the people. The first 
to recognise Mexico as an independent power, the 
government of the United States has been among 
the first in the unceasing manifestation of friendship 
to this adjacent North Runeeiten government. At 
an early period of her struggle for independence, the 
ports of the United States were open to her flag, 
even at the hazard of incurring responsibility for 
this act of impartial neutrality. 

But the committee perceive, with profound re- 
gret, that on the part of Mexico there has been a 
long train of injuries to the property of American 
citizens, and insults to the national flag, for which 
redress, though often promised, has seldom been ob- 
tained. 

This omission has doubtless proceeded, in a great 
measure, from the unsettled condition of the Mex- 
ican government, the numerous and radical changes 
in which have prevented a fixed policy from being 
Spd in its foreign ailairs. Butthe committee be- 

ieve that it has also sprung, in part, from a know- 
ledge of the form of our government, and the limited 
powers of its executive branch. 

Cases might be mentioned in which a demand for 
redress, when made by nations whose executive had 
the power of declaring war, and consequently the 
subordinate power of giving large discretionary au- 
thority to its naval officers, has been promptly met 
when the consequences of refusal were uncertain. 
But our constitution has wisely placed the war mak- 
ing power in the legislative Bars of the govern- 
ment, and no severe measures are likely to be adopt- 
ed towards any foreign power, unless upon much de- 
liberation and repeated aggression. It would seem 
to follow from this, however, that in proportion to 
the slowness should be the firmness of the voice of 
the nation, when expressed through all the depart- 
ments of its government. 

Those nations which permit themselves to disre- 
gard the remonstrances of the president, when con- 
veyed through agents appointed by him, and rely for 
their security upon the limited powers which our 
constitution has entrusted to that officer, must be 
taught that his complaints against injury and ou 
do but speak, in anticipation, the voice of the entire 
people of the country. 

It may be that, without reference to the limited 
pone of the president, the government of Mexico 

as been encouraged to persevere in its course of 
aggression by the general absence from its neighbor- 
hood of vessels of war belonging to the United States, 
the interposition of which might have been more 
effectual than a diplomatic note. 

To illustrate this position, the committee will se- 
lect, out of the many cases of serious and flagrant 
injury inflicted upon the commerce and rights of the 
United States, by officers of the Mexican republic, 
one of the very few in which that government listen- 
ed to our demand for satisfaction. 

On the 3d of May, 1836, the United States schoon- 
er Jeflerson anchored off the port of Tampico, direct 
from Pensacola, having been sent out by order of 
commodore Dallas. Lieut. Osborn, and his boat’s 
crew, who went on shore, were seized and imprison- 
ed, and the vessel prohibited from entering the river. 
A demand for satisfaction made by the American 
consul was haughtily refused. The Jefferson left 
the port, but communicated with the sloop of war 
Grampus, of eighteen guns, which came to off the 
bar; and on the following day there arrived another 
American corvette, and both anchored there. 

The commander of the Grampus directed a note 








| may be happily successful in removing all future 


to the principal ef the port, informing him that by 














; gts Sys ni eneageai te ee ‘a —— 
ba a ee tite ERA a aa a SW see : : 
nr ee é sm IE A minal - ea 
Aart gyiat SEM ae ¥ . AE, “ag RNS ee A. ig 
w _ - 
nate. 3 : w a res bio a eae ae 


DR sce sith 
Tiros. aoa a" 
eg ei ae 


oe aero ewer 


OSes 
SOTA A Nag aber... 


Son, 


F : ae ‘4 
+ 2 eae 
Te, ee ee yoon 


~~ Sages SET 0 At oe OC am oe 
PRS PTT I HT 


= ie’ 2 


Pi ciemandid oandttte..7stae 
_ ‘. 


oe ae 
~ ee ae 


oe nap henge 


30 NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—MARCH 11, 1837—WAR IN FLORIDA—OFFICIAL. 




















order of the chief of the division on the West India 
station, he had come to enter into a correspondence 
with him relative to the insult which he had inflicted 
on the American flag. A note followed from the 
foreign department of the Mexican government to 
Mr. Ellis, requesting him to interpose his authority, 
and order the vessels to retire. Mr. Ellis very pro- 
perly declined to do so. In a few days an official 
communication apprised Mr. Ellis that the Mexican 
government had supplanted the officer in command 
at Tampico, “by substituting in his stead a chief 
who, it flatters itself, will know how to preserve 

reater harmony with the agents and subjects of 
Seeien nations;” and announced that ‘a summa 
investigation had been ordered to be instituted, 
which by putting in its true light the conduct of Mr. 
Gomez, would apply to him the punishment he de- 
served, if he should prove culpable, as well as toall 
others who may have taken any part in the affair 
treated upon,”’ renewing the request that Mr. Ellis 
would then give his orders for the withdrawal of the 
squadron from before Tampico; which was done, and 
the vessels departed. he committee would be 
pleased if they could stop here in the narrative, but 
they are compelled to remark that, shortly after- 
wards, the individual whose punishment was thus 
promised, as an atonement for the insult to the Ame- 
rican flag, was recalled into service, and assigned to 
a command upon the coast, where his hostile feelings 
might again endanger the security of American citi- 
zens OF scape f ‘ 

The effect of this open withdrawal of the apolo- 
gy yielded to the American government was, as 
mi ht have been anticipated, soon made to appear 
in fresh outrages upon some American citizens, who 
were entitled to have been treated with peculiar 
forbearance, not only because they were in the em- 
ployment of the American government, but be- 
cause they constituted a part of the crew of one of 
the national vessels, whose services on board might 
have been very essential. The arrest and impri- 
sonment of eight of the seamen belonging to the 
sloop of war Natchez will not now be made the 
subject of comment, further than to remark, that 
the prevention of the American consul from visit- 
ing them, whilst sick and in prison, from the 4th to 
the 19th of November, was an act of unpardonable 
inhumanity, and appears to have proceeded from the 
same officer whose fictitious punishment, but real 
promotion, had been offered as an atonement for a 
previous insult to the American flag. ‘ 

Looking through the catalogue of complaints 
which the United States have to make against Mex- 
ico, on their own account, as the party whose dig- 
nity and honor are assailed, the committee are un- 
able to perceive any proof of a desire on the part 
of the Mexican government to repair injury or sa- 
tisfy honor. 

The merchant vessels of the United States have 
been fired into, her citizens attacked and even put 
to death, and her ships of war treated with disre- 
spect when paying a friendly visit to a port where 

ey had a right to expect hospitality. It was the 
inattention of the Mexican government to com- 

laints of this description, that appears chiefly to 
hair induced the return of the late charge des af- 
faires; for in his note of December 7th, he says: 
“If those (the claims) that might be presented 
should be acknowledged as just, yet so long as the 
several cases of unprovoked and inexcusable out- 
es inflicted on the officers and flag of his conn- 
try, which have been heretofore submitted to the 
exican executive, remained unsatisfactorily an- 
swered, he would have but one course to pursue.” 

It is possible that the claims for private property, 
which fad recently been presented anew to their 
notice, may have attracted the serious attention of 
that government; but if a cordial disposition was 
felt to adjust them, it is not easy to imagine why 
those cases, where a decree of the Mexican autho- 
rities had been for a long time passed for their pay- 
ment, and a portion actually paid, were not fully 
satisfied. The committee are willing to hope, how- 
ever, that the manifestation of serious discontent on 
the part of the United States, by the withdrawal of 
their official representative, will induce the Mexi- 
can government to engage in the active investiga- 
tion of all the grounds of complaint, pressed upon 
them for many years past. They fully concur with 
the president, that ample cause exists for taking re- 
dress into our own hands, and believe that we 
should be justified, in the opinion of other nations, 
for taking such a step. But they are willing to try 
the experiment of another demand, made in the 
most solemn form, upon the justice of the Mexican 
government, before any further proceedings are 
adopted. It is their opinion that a diplomatic fune- 
tionary of the highest grade should be appointed to 
bear this last appeal, whose rank would indicate at 
once the importance of his mission, and the respect 





in which the government to which he is accredited 


is held; for notwithstanding the causeless ill feel- 
ing which appears to prevail in Mexico towards the 
state ne and people of the United States, the 
atter will continue as long as possible, to treat 
with respect their ancient, though now estranged 
friend. In conclusion, the committee respectfully 
submit to the house the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the indignities offered to the 
American flag and injuries committed upon the 
persons and property of American citizens, by offi- 
cers of the Mexican government, and the refusal 
or neglect of that government to make suitable 
atonement, would justify the congress of the United 
States in taking measures to obtain immediate re- 
dress, by the exercise of its own power. 

Resolved, That, as an evidence of the desire of 
the American government to preserve peaceful re- 
lations with the government of Mexico, as long as 
the same may be compatible with that dignity 
which it is due to the people of the United Siates 
to preserve unimpaired, the president be, and is 
hereby, respectfully requested to make another so- 
lemn demand, in the most impressive form, upen 
the government of Mexico, for redress of the grie- 
vances which have heretofore been ineffectually 
presented to its notice. 


WAR IN FLORIDA—OFFICIAL. 
HEAD QUARTERS, ARMY OF THE SOUTH, 
Fort Armstrong, Feb. 7, 1837. 

Srr: I have the honor to report, for the informa- 
tion of the secretary of war, and the general-in- 
chief, that the main body of the army under my 
command was put in motion on the 22d ultimo, to 
attack the Indians and negroes in the strongholds 
which they were said to occupy on the head waters 
of the Ochlawaha. 

On the 23d, lieutenant colonel Cawlfield was de- 
tached with his battalion of mounted Alabama vo- 
lunteers, captain Harris’ company of marines, and 
major Morris’ Indian warriors, accompanied by my 
aid, lieut. Chambers, to attack Osuchee (Cooper), 
a chief of some note, who was reported to havea 
large Indian force under his command in a swamp 
on the borders of the Aapopka lake. The chief 
was surprised, himself me three warriors killed, 
and nine Indians (women and children) and eight 
negroes captured. One of our Indian warriors was 
mortally wounded, and died on the 26th. 

It was ascertained from the prisoners that the 

mean Indian and negro force had retired from 
he Ochlawaha, in a southeasterly direction, to- 
wards the head of the Cooloosahatchee. Pursuit 
was immediately commenced, with no other guide 
than the track of their ponies and cattle. 

The Thiau-hatkee, (White mountains), an ele- 
vated range of hills, not mentioned by any geogra- 
ers nor described in any account of Florida which 

have seen was passed on the 24th. The ascent in 
many places was so difficult as to render drag ropes 
and heavy details of men necessary to take the bag- 
gage wagons over the heights. 

n approaching the Thla-pac-hatchee on the 
morning of the 27th, the herds of cattle feeding on 
the prairies, and the numerous recent trails in vari- 
ous directions, indicated the presence of the enemy. 
The army was halted, and scouts sent out on the 
different trails to obtain information. 

Colonel Henderson, with lieutenant colonel Cawl- 
field’s battalion, captain Harris’ mounted marines, 
and major Morris’ Indian warriors, accompanied by 
my aid, lieutenant Chambers, was detached to make 
a reconnoissance of the country in advance, with 
orders to attack the enemy if he should find them, 
and deem his command sufficient, and report by ex- 
press their force and position. 

The enemy was found on the Hatchee-Lustee, in 
and near the “Great Cypress Swamp,” and prompt- 
ly and gallantly attacked. Lieut. Chambers, with 
Price’s company of Alabama volunteers, by a rapid 
charge, succeeded in capturing the horses and bag- 
gage of the enemy, with twenty-five Indians and 
negroes, principally women and children, the men 
having mostly fled into the swamp. 

Col. Henderson, leaving one company with the 
prisoners and horses, entered the swamp with the 
remainder of his command, drove the enemy across 
the Hatchee-Lustee, passed that river under their 
fire, and drove them into a more dense and difficult 
swamp, where they dispersed. ‘ 

The messenger first sent to report to me was kill- 
ed; a second was more fortunate. The parties de- 
tached on other trails were called in, and lieut. col 
Freeman, with a small force of pioneers and artil- 
lery, being charged with the defence of the camp, 
the disposable force of brigadier gen. Armistead’s 
brigade, with major Graham’s infantry, and Thaste- 
nnggee Hajo’s Indian warriors, was moved forward 
to support col. Henderson. When the troops reach- 
ed the point where the colonel had entered the 
swamp, it was ascertained that he was in rapid pur- 











suit of the enemy and was believed ye, 
to a the force opposed to him. Y ile 
The Indian scouts, at this moment, report 
large hostile force about two miles to our ;; ve 
Major Whiting’s battalion was left as a reser" 
the sixth infantry, with major Graham’s toa 
of the fourth, and a small party of Indian war! 
was moved to the point indicated. The cy," 
and hammocks were entered and passed }y ‘ 
troops in perfect order, and the advance Winde, Me 
Graham, found a iarge Indian encampment a 
fires burning and provisions cooking, the ple, 
having fled to the surrounding swamps. 
As night was approaching, pursuit was impoxy 
ble, and the troops returned to camp, where the 
arrived about 9 o’clock. Colonel ocidern : 
turned after ten. 7 
On the morning of the 28th, a prisoner was sent 
to Jumper, and the other hostile chiefs, with a) F 
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fer of peace, on a strict fulfilment by them of the 
terms of the treaty, and the army moved forwan4 
and occupied a strong position on Tohopi-ka.j, 
lake, within a few nite of the point at which th 
Cypress Swamp approaches it, where several hup 
dred head of cattle were obtained. ! 

The prisoner returned on the night of the 294 
with pacific messages from Alligator and Abrahay 

Abraham visited me on the 31st. He returne 
and brought in Jumper and Alligator, with two q), 
chiefs, one a nephew of Micanopy, on the third jy, 
stant. : 

These chiefs entered into an arrangement to mey 
me at Fort Dade, with the other chieis of the natio, 
on the 18th inst. and promised to send out runnex 
and cause hostilities to be suspended until the cq, 
ference shall have taken place. 

I shall employ the intermediate time in prepan, 
tions for the most vigorous prosecution of the wo: 
and, from the information I have from prisoners, | 
shall probably be able to follow the enemy into the 
most hidden retreats, should they reject the ters 
offered to them. 

The army commenced its return march on th 
4th; I left it yesterday about thirty miles back, an & 
came in last evening; it enived: to-day in go Ba, 
health and fine spirits. Colonel Henderson’s x. F) 
port, a copy of which is enclosed, will give yw —_ 
more detailed information of the battle of the Ha. F- 
chee-Lustee than I have been able to embody in F 7 
this report. I unite with the colonel in the request F 
that the officers whom he has named may ber. § 
warded by the distinguished approbation of the go. F 
vernment, and I ask, as an act of justice, that the F 
same distinguished ae be extended to the F 
gallant colonel himself. ‘ 

Though but a small part of the force had the gui F 
fortune to engage the enemy in battle, all, without 
a single exception, have performed their duties in 
the most satisfactory manner. 

They have opened a road near seventy miles ii- 
to the interior of the enemy’s country, and to tle § 
immediate vicinity of his strongest holds, where tle 
white man perhaps had never been seen before; ani 
by their patient, cheerful and persevering labor, Bp 





























































have contributed as much probably to their discon- Ptop 
fiture, as would have been effected by a gener! B send 
and decisive battle. © swa 
To brigadier general Armistead, lieutenant colo B L 
nel Cawlfield, major Thompson, major Whiting, & toe 
and major Morris; and to col. Henderson, lieut. col Wh 
Freeman, major Kirby, and major Graham, as well ile 
as the officers and soldiers of their respective con: ae 
mands, I am under the greatest obligation, for tt B the 
prompt and efficient ek which they have, onal Bi 
occasions, given to me during the expedition. h 
Lieutenant colonels Stanton and Brown of tle ae 


adjutant general’s department, captain Cross, By, 
quartermaster, lieutenant Searle, principal comms § 
sary, Dr. Kearny, medical director, captain Tomp- 
kins, ordnance officer, and my aids lieutenan's & 
Chambers and Linnard, merit my warmest coll: has 
mendation for the efficiency, ability and zeal wil! 


which they have performed their duties. a 
Every department and every individual has ft! pl 


filled my utmost expectations, and nothing necessa') : dis 
to be done has been left undone. ” 


As an act of justice to all my predecessors in M 
command, I consider it my duty fo say that the dif , i 


ficulties attending military operations in this cov! 
try, can be properly appreciated only by those 0 He th 

quainted with them. i have had advantages whic : 
ueither of them possessed, in better preparation a 
and more abundant supplies; and T found it impo 


sible to operate with any Pe of success, unl of 
I had established a line of depots across the cou” Ie hai 


try. 
‘This is a service which no man would seek with ss, 
any other view than the mere performance of b's 
duty; distinction, or increase of reputation, is out ° 
the question; and the difficulties are such, that the 
best concerted plans may result in absolute failure, 
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t, rep 74 tany time said aught in disparagement 
our int? tft penis eg others in Florida, either verbal- 
t reser ne the oF riting, officially or unofficially, knowing 
n’s come hy ountry as I now know it, I consider, myself 
lian ware! & ‘ as a man of honor solemnly to retract it. 
The sy on, hase the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
ssed by ra TH. S. JESUP, maj. gen. commanding. 
e under n | Brig. gen. R. Jones, adj. gen. Washington city. 
igs Wit —_— | 
; Chey UARTERS OF THE ARMY OF THE SOUTH, 

suas Hatch-ee-lus-kee, January 28, 1837. 
VaS Unpow. i GeneRAL: Under your directions, I left the 
Where th, ‘ain army on the morning of the 27th, with the 


*nderson x ounted Alabama volunteers under lieut. col. Cawl- 


eld and the company of mounted marines under 




























ler Was g¢ is, and proceeded, accompanied by your 
>» With an i d peng em 8 on a io ae trail. ‘Orders 
them of the oe left for major Morris with his command to fol- 
ved forwaj [iI w az rapidly as possible. 

hopi-kaclin Soon after we left your position, a large number 
it which tj, f cattle were collected, and sent in under charge of 


‘€veral hy. Me ortions of two companies of the Alabama volun- 


ers. You were present, however, when this de- 


of the 29th achment was made. 

d Abr ahan, “The troops under my command then pursued the 
Te returned Jai] for about a mile, when we came to two diverg- 
ith two si}, ee x trails, one taking a south easterly course, and the 


ther more to the eastward. On these two trails, 


e signs were the most recent, and lieut. Cham- 


the third 1. 


ent to meg bors with a few men proceeded to trace out one of 
he nation, J Ghem, while the rest of the troops, joined there by 

ut runner, major Morris, ursued the other. We had proceed- 

itil the ¢op. ed but a pas? + distance when a volunteer, sent b 


ieut. Chambers, brought information that fres 


11 prepar. igus of women’s and children’s tracks were dis- 


of the wa IR eovered, and requested a company to be sent to 
Prisoners] Bhim. Capt. Price’s company of volunteers was 
y 1nto their HB “ordered accordingly. 

t the terus B® About a mile in advance a negro man was cap- 


4 ured at a fire. He informed us that a large num- 
Diehl Mber of negroes were in advance, and from 40 to 50 
‘CK, ai By ndians, with Abraham, were in our rear. He stat- 
'Y 1 gow B Sed that he had left the latter body since sunrise in 
ore SI the morning. 
fihe thst ) The determination was promptly made to retrace 
embody jp Your steps, and attack the Indians. Just as we were 
he request (ame bout to march, one of the volunteers came up, and 
may be r. Pompe” information that lieut. Chambers had over- 
of the go. taken a considerable force of Indians and negroes. 
e, that the Eo An order was given to proceed to his support, and 
ded to the | 92 Tapid movement made for that purpose. When 
~ — =we came up with him, he was in possession of two 
Indian women and three children, besides a body of 
“Ynegroes taken by the volunteers in the adjoining 


irch on the 


d the good 


aver 1 oe woods. He had also in his possession over a 
' — Shundred ponies, with a large quantity of plunder 


~— | >packed on them, as well as several stand of arms. 
: The main body of the enemy escaped in the 


ind to the ped 

where tie Mame oe P> and maj. Morris was ordered with his com- 
swe: sal ' mand to pursue, and bring them in. He entered 
ng labors, am the swamp in accordance with the order. 

. ° ‘. a tT ° ° 

i diseem ; Che remaining troops were then ordered to form 


)to pursue the Indian force in our rear, and were 
ready to march when a firing commenced in the 
swamp. 


a generil 


BERET EE ag OBS 


nant colo- ; 

Whiting, B , Lieut. Searle reached us here under your orders, 
lieut. col, () 0.0btain information of our position and movements. 
n, as well When the firing commenced, and the order given to 
tive com- |e) “Ove in support of maj. Morris, he sent a messen- 
n, for the ger to you, and bravely joined the troops in entering 
ve, onal [ee “2 swamp. 
ale » _ About half past eleven, the marines, preceded 
n of the Jee °Y the officers, entered the swamp, and were 
‘roseman, [je /“ mediately followed by the Alabama volunteers. 

commis [B * °UF or five hundred yards after entering the swamp, 
n Tom | ¢ atrived at a deep stream, from twenty to twen- 
>utenants ty-five yards wide, and found maj. Morris’ batta- 
est com: 'on engaged with the enemy across it. A tree had 
seal wit been felled from each side, and formed the only way 

of passing it. 

has ful: $B The troops, as they came up, were ordered to ex- 
ecessary J fend to the right and left, and by a cross fire to 

| Be dislodge the enemy. ‘Their fire soon slackened, and 
essors i! J) 40 order was given to cross the stream; when capt. 
t the dif- Morris (major of the 1st Indian battalion) gallantly 
iis coun J) Advanced on the log, followed by lieut. Chambers, 
hose at: lieut. Searle and capt. Harris. Lieut. Lee, (captain of 
»§ which the Indian battalion), swam the stream at this time, 
aration’ J 2nd joined the officers on the otherside. I attempt- 
t impos ed to cross in this way, but had to return to the log, 
ss, until and crossed there. At this stream, private Wright, 
1e coul: f° the marines, was killed, and sergeant Cunning- 
» ‘am, and privates Sullivan and Foley wounded, but 

ek with IR) ot dangerously. 
e of his _ Just as | was crossing, an officer was sent from 
is out of RF lieut. col. Cawifield on our right for orders. He 
that the > ‘as directed to cross as rapidly as he could with his 
failure, B ‘en, after the regulars 48 § Indians had passed over. 





We were then promptly joined by the marines, 
Morris’ artillery, and some friendly Indians, and 
pursued the enemy as rapidly as the deep swamp, 
and their mode of warfare admitted. 

Another fire from them was received further in ad- 
vance, and their trail from the swamp was followed 
through an open pine woods, and traced till it again 
entered the swamp, three-quarters of a mile from 
the place it came out. We were joined by lieut. 
col. Cawlfield, with his men, who had been delayed 
in crossing the stream. The swamp was again 
entered, deeper and more difficult to pass, than it 
had been. The friendly Indians were directed to 
enter on each flank, while the regulars and volun- 
teers advanced in the centre. ‘The regulars were 
ordered to lead the march. 

After advancing about halfa mile, the enemy 
again fired on us but retreated on the advance ofthe 
troops. At this place, private Peterson of the ma- 
rines was killed, and corporal Stevens severely, but 
not dangerously, wounded. Ona further advance 
into the swamp a few more guns were fired by the 
enemy who retreated as the troops followed them. 

Soon after this last fire, a negro man and woman 
with a child, were taken, and an order was given 
for the return of the troops after 4 o’clock. The 
wife and child ef the negro man were kept, and he 
was sent to the enemy to induce them to come in, 
as they had lost all their clothing, blankets and 
other property. 

The troops then returned to the position occupi- 
ed by major Whiting, and remained there till join- 
ed by lieut. col. Cawlfield, who had remained in 
the open woods for one of his companies which had 
not come out of the swamp. He joined some time 
after dark with another negro prisoner taken by his 
company. The ae then took up the line of 
march, and reached the camp of the main army at 
10 o’clock at night. 

Capt. Howle, acting assistant adjutant general, 
was ake ea by the surgeon too unwell to accom- 
pany the troops on this expedition, and was not in- 
formed of my intention to take command. He and 
capt. Crossman, however, entered the swamp with 
an expectation of taking part in the operations, but 
were not fortunate to join till the attacks were over. 
Such an effort is a sufficient evidence of what their 
conduct would have been, had they succeeded in 
reaching us sooner. 

The loss on the part of the enemy in these seve- 
ral attacks, could not be ascertained, as the troops 
made no halt in the pursuit, and returned after dark. 
One Indian, however, and two negroes were seen 
by the troops, dead. 

The result of this day’s operations, was the cap- 
ture of two Indian women and three children, and 
twenty-three negroes, young and old—over a hun- 
dred ponies, with packs on about fifty of them.— 
All their clothing, blankets and other baggage were 
abandoned by the enemy; and either taken or de- 
stroyed by us. 

In concluding this report, it gives me pleasure to 
state that lieut. col. Cawlfield’s command executed 
every duty assigned it with great promptness and 
firmness. 

A portion of the friendly Indians that came un- 
der my eye, also conducted themselves with great 
bravery. 

The regular troops, both artillery and marines, 
displayed great bravery, and the most untiring and 
determined perseverance. The marines, however, 
I cannot pap from mentioning in a particular 
manner. The killed and wounded show where they 
were; and render any further comment from me un- 
necessary. 

Lieut. Whitney of capt. Harris’s company, and 
lieut. Brent of capt. Morris’, were with their com- 
panies, and shared in the dangers and fatigue of the 
day in such a manner as to reflect credit on them. 

I would recommend to the particular notice of 
yourself and the government, the five officers who 
first crossed the stream, and who, in the pursuit, con- 
stantly led the van. It would be as gratifying to me 
as it would be just to them, that some marks of dis- 
tinction be bestowed where such gallantry has been 
displayed. I remain, general, with great respect, 
your obd’t serv’t, ARCH. HENDERSON, 

Col. com. second brigade, army of the south. 

Major gen. Thos. S. Jesup, com. army of the south, 

Head quarters, Hatch-ee-lus-kee, Florida. 
Brevet col. Fanning’s official report of the action of 
the Sth of February, with the Seminole Indians 
at the head of Lake Monroe, Florida. 
Camp Monror, oN LAKE Mowrog, Froripa, 
February 9, 1837. 

GENERAL: On yesterday morning, a little before 
daylight, we were aroused by the war whoop all 
around us. The enemy’s right rested on the lake 
above us, and his line extended round our front, 





to their breastworks. A sharp contest ensued.— 
Second lieut. Thomas, of the 4th artillery, was di- 
rected to goon board the steamboat Santee, serve 
the six pounder, and direct his fire upon the right 
ofthe enemy. Our flank in that direction was soon 
cleared. The enemy pertinaciously hung upon our 
front and right flank for nearly three hours, and then 
retired, wearied of the contest. Our men, being re- 
cruits, at first wasted a great deal of ammunition, 
and it was with much difficulty the officers prevented 
them from throwing away their shots. They soon 
however, became collected, and in the end behaved 
extremely well. In fact, the enemy was_hand- 
somely repulsed. The extensive fire of the enemy, 
and the traces he has left behind, show him to have 
been about from three to four hundred in force. 
The brave captain Mellon, of the 2d regiment of 
artillery, a few minutes after the combat commenced, 
received a ball in his breast, and fell dead at his 
post. We lastnight gave to his remains all we could 
ive, our tears and ‘a soldier’s grave.” Captain 
ellon entered the service at the commencement 
of the last war with England, and has ever since re- 
mained in it. He has left no property, and I know 
- has left a widow and four children to deplore his 
oss.* 
Passed midshipman McLaughlin, serving with 
the army, ready by my side to convey orders, re- 
ceived a ballin his breast. The surgeon cannot 
yet pronounce his fate, but has strong hopes of his 
recovery. This gentleman had charge of the sup- 
plies for the detachment, as well as of those for the 
army expected here. He has performed his duties 
with great zeal and ability. On every occasion of 
apparent danger, I have found him on the spot, 
ready to perform any service of hazard. Let us 
hope he may yet live to grace the profession he has 
chosen. 
On examining the ground, we found no dead 
enemies, yet we found several trails apparently 
made by the dragging off of the dead bodies. We 
also found several belts and straps covered with 
blood, a small pouch of bullets and some scalping 
knives. It is most probable the enemy suffered 
more than ourselves. It is true we are without the 
trophies of victory, but this is no reason that the of- 
ficers whom I have had the honor to command, and 
whose gallant bearing I have witnessed, should not 
receive honorable wention. Lieut. col. Harney, 
commanding the four companies of dragoons, dis- 
played, during the contest, the greatest boldness and 
vigor, and inspired his newly enlisted men with 
great confidence. I have at all times received from 
him the most energetic support. With the officers 
of his battalion I have every reason to be well satis- 
fied. My eye was upon every one, and I discover- 
ed nothing but firmness and confidence in all. In 
justice to them their names must be mentioned: 
captain Gordon, captain Bean, Ist lieut. John Gra- 
ham, Ist lient. Howe, Ist lieut. Hamilton, Ist lieut. 
Blake, 2d lieut. McNeil, 2d lieut. Thornton, 2d 
lieut. Kingsbury, and 2d lieut. May.. 

On the fall of captain Mellon, captain Vinton, of 
the 3d artillery, assumed the command of the two 
companies of artillery. I have long known his 
great military attainments. On this occasion I wit-. 
nessed his conduct and courage. Ist lieut. David- 
son took the command of Mellon’s company during 
the engagement. It could not have fallen into bet- 
ter hands. I have already spoken of the service 
rendered by 2d lieut. Thomas, of the 4th artillery. 
He has always volunteered his services on every 
dangerous scouting party. Lieut. Piercy of the 
navy, captain of the friendly Indians, with his In- 
dian force, fought among the regular troops; and be 
is always foremost in danger. e has, at all times, 
volunteered his services for any difficult or hazard- 
ous enterprize. 

Assistant surgeon Laub dressed the wounded un- 
der the fire of the enemy. In fact, I have never seen 
the sick soldier more promptly or faithfully attended 
to, than since this detachment left Volusia. Lieut. 
Dusenbery, quartermaster to the expeciien, had 
been sent previously to the attack to Volusia, and 
could not be present at the time. His duties have 
been very arduous, atid he has discharged them with 
vigor, zeal and ability. Paddy Carr, the Creek 
chief, fought well. He has generally headed the 
scouting parties, and has peers those laborious 
and dangerous duties with great promptitude and 
cheerfulness. 

I cannot end this letter without publicly express- 
ing my thanks to captains Brooks and Peck of the 
steamboats Santee and Essayons. They have uns 
hesitatingly pushed their boats through difficult 
channels, and unknown waters, into the heart of the 





*Their pension will be but twenty-five dollars 
per month for five years. Now I think too well of 
my countrymen to believe it is their will that this 





his left resting on the lake below. Our men sprang 


should be the limit of the nation’s gratitude. 
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enemy’s country. I must be pardoned this prolixi- 
ty. If I have mentioned all, it is because all de- 
serve mention. Never have officers—charged with 
a delicate and hazardous enterprize—served with 
more zeal and promptitude. 

You will herewith receive official lists of the kill- 
ed and wounded. To the wounded, passed mid- 
shipman McLaughlin should be added. The “Jolin 
Stoney” is just arrived. Lieut. Dusenbery hands 
me a letter from lieut. Chambers, aid-de-camp.— 
By this, I learn that hostilities are to cease for the 
Hae and that this detachment is directed to fall 

ack upon Volusia. I have the honor to be, &c. 
A. C. W. FANNING, 
Brevet lieut col. com. detachment. 
Brig. gen. R. Jones, udj’t gen. U. S. army, 
Washington, D. C. 


Report of the killed and wounded in the affair with 
the Seminole Indians, at Camp Monroe, Florida, 
on the morning of the 8th of Feb. 1836. 
KritLeEp—Captain Charles Mellon, of the 2d re- 

giment of artillery. 


Wovunpep, 15—Passed midshipman, J. T. Mc- 
Laughlin of the navy; 1 corporal and 2 privates of 
E, 2 privates of G, and 1 of H companies; 2d dra- 
goons 6; 1 sergeant and 3 privates of C company, 
- ad and 4 privates of B company, 3d artil- 

ery 8. 


Black Creel, 12ih Dec. 1836. 
Lieut. Mitchell: 

Srr: Inaletter of the acting secretary of war, dat- 
ed the 4th of November last by which I am _ super- 
ceded in command of the army of Florida, you 
are mentioned as having “elucidated” certain re- 
marks and communications said to have been receiv- 
ed at Washington, highly injurious to my military 
character. It is further stated in the same letter, 
that you had been sent on to Washington and Phila- 
delphia by me on business connected with the re- 
plenishing of the supplies of the army lately under 
my command. 


Not being able to understand from the letter of 
the acting secretary, how you could with any pro- 
priety, or justice have “elucidated” rumors, and 
communications which cast reproach upon me for 
any part of my conduct while on the march to and 
from the Wythlacoochee, in my answer to the secre- 
tary, dated the 2nd inst. I spoke of you in terms of 
severity which I am now satisfied you did not merit 
and I have therefore done you injustice. If, as I un- 
derstand, you only speak of the truth of a statement 
made and published by col. Downing, and attempt- 
ed thereby to sustain the propriety of my conduct— 
instead of deserving my censure you are entitled to 
my thanks. 

Being as anxious always to do justice to others, 
as to demand it for myself, I have felt it my duty to 
give you this statement to be used as you may think 
proper. Very respectfully, your obt. serv’t. — 

(Signed) R. K. CALL, gov. of Florida. 

Lt. A. M. Mitchell. 





DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 

Distressing intelligence. Letters received yester- 
day, from Manilla, by the owners of the ship Au- 
gustus Lang, (late George W. Lamson) of this port, 
state that the ship arrived at Manilla, Oct. 23d, from 
the Fejee islands. On her passage from the Fejees, 
the Augustus touched at the Caroline islands, to 
trade with the natives and remained two or three 
days. 

Ss capt. Lamson, with a boat’s crew, was leaving 
the island for the last time, (the ship being under 
weigh, ready for sea) they were attacked by a party 
of natives; one of them came behind capt. Lamson, 
and struck him with a club, killing him instantly, 
and the others discharged a shower of arrows at the 
men in the boat, wounding four of them severely. 

The schooner Albion (tender to the Augustus, 
and commanded by Mr. Lakeman, her chief offi- 
cer) was supposed to be totally lost, with her offi- 
cers and crew, among the Fejee islands, previous 
to the sailing of the Augustus. {Salem Reg. 


Military court of inquiry. The Frederick Herald 
of Saturday the 25th ult. says: ; 

“We understand that it is probable this court will 
adjourn to-day; and that they will return their opi- 
nion to the president, in substance, the same as it 
was before. The opinion on major general Gaines’ 
case, we have not yet heard. It is supposed that 
the decision will be laid before president Van Buren, 
as general Jackson’s term has now so nearly expired 
as scarcely to give him time to act.” 


A large woollen factory in Spencer, Massachu- 
setts, belonging to the Messrs. Browns & Co. was 
totally destroyed by fire on the 28th ult. Insured 


for $16,000. 





Meeting in New York. ‘There was another “re- 
gulation meeting’’ in the Park, New York, on Mon- 
day afternoon last, convened to take into consider- 
ation the high price of rents, provisions, &c. The 
assembly is said to have been respectable, though 
not so numerous as that which preceded the flour 
riots. Several painted placards were seen above 
the heads of “the people,” bearing the following 
mottoes: 


NO RAG MONEY. 
GIVE US GOLD AND SILVER. 


WE GO FOR PRINCIPLES, AND AGAINST MONO- 
POLIES. 

EQUAL RIGHTS MUST AND SHALL BE PRESERVED. 
WE WILL ENJOY OUR LIBERTY OR PERISH IN 
THE LAST DITCH. 

DOWN WITH THE CHARTERED MONOPOLIES. 


The meeting was addressed by Mr. Ming, Mr. 
Haskell, Mr. Robinson and others, after which cer- 
tain resolutions were adopted, copies of which were 
directed to be sent to the siiesident of the United 
States and other public functionaries—when it qui- 
etly dispersed. 

The city authorities were prepared for any con- 
tingency that might happen, and a large body of 
the military were under arms ready to act at a mo- 
ment’s warning. 


Indemnity from mobs. The millers of Rochester, 
New York, have presented to the legislature of that 
state a memorial asking for the passage of a law 
rendering the city of New York responsible for all 
damages that may accrue to them from the violence 
of mobs. The petitioners set forth their inability 
to sustain losses or incur risks from such causea, 
and the consequent necessity resting upon them of 
sending their flour to cities not liable to such out- 
breakings, or at least where the corporation is 
bound to pay for the loss of that which it was paid 
for defending. 


A new and valuable grain. The white quinoa, 
used in Mexico, Peru and most of the provinces of 
South America, as an excellent substitute for 
wheat, maize, potato, &c. and the boiled leaves of 
which make as goed a green as spinach, has at 
length, after many unsuccessful trials by Bombey, 
Humboldt, Bonpland and others, been domesticat- 
ed in France by the distinguished horticulturist, 
M. Vilmorin. 


The pilot act. The following act has passed both 
houses of congress: 

An act concerning pilots. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in con- 
gress assembled, That it shall and may be lawful for 
the master or commander of any vessel coming in 
to, or going out of, any port situate upon waters 
which are the boundary between two states, to em- 


ploy any pilot duly licensed or authorised by the | - 


laws of either of the states bounded on the said wa- 
ters, to pilot the said vessel to or from said port; any 
law, usage or custom, to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 


The carrier of the U.S. mail between Bowlin 
Green and Newtown, who robbed it about the 15th 
February, has been apprehended, and has confessed 
the fact. He will be Reourtit to Richmond in a few 
days to await his trial. Itis believed that nothing 
of value was taken. 


The U.S. frigate Constitution has arrived at Lis- 
bon from a delightful cruise up the Mediterranean, 
having visited the most interesting ports on both 
sides. As she came down the Mediterranean she 
gave assistance to an English brig in distress in a 
gale of wind, and had to Sede away for Cadiz, in 
order to insure the stranger safety. The act 
received the highest applause from the British 
residents. 


Baltimore banks. A statement of the capital, 
amount of circulation, discounts, deposites, &c. of 
all the banks of Baltimore, has lately been publish- 
ed in the Baltimore papers. The following totals 
of the statement may be interesting to our readers: 
Total capital . $8,611,359 50 

«circulation ; 2,089,907 38 

« individual deposites . 2,862,861 90 

‘6 ublic United States 1,483,141 §2 

P state of Maryland 108,661 73 
° 797,973 71 
12,126,891 65 


Banks in Vermont. It appears from the report of 
the bank commissioners of Vermont, that while the 
circulation of the banks in that state has increased 
nearly $1,000,000 during the past year, the amount 
of specie in their vaults has diminished. At the 


“* specie ; ; 
** notes and bills discounted 





time the inspector visited the Orleans county 
it had less than $100 of*specie on hand. The ‘tes 

of Newbury he also reports as deficient in ty) TE 
spect. The Essex bank went into operatio, ,\" 

capital in a great measure fictitious. The Send 
Manchester refused to communicate to the jn. of 
tor the desired information in regard to jts Spee, 


Con. 
cerns. [Journal of Commerc" 


Durant, the successful eronaut, resides at Jor, 
ay and has turned his attention to the producti. 
and manufacture of silk. At the late fairy of - 
American Institute in New York, he received . 
gold medal for the first specimen of silk-worm,,. 
ever manufactured in this country. eu 


An old and curious law. The following is Copieg 
from the Albany Transcript and will be interes, 
to the courting beaux of the present day: ' 

“A law in Massachusetts, adopted ‘in the vey 
1617, was such that if any young man attempt 
to address a young woman without the Consent of 
her parents, or in case of their absence, he shou} 
pay the fine of £5 for the first offence, £10 for tj, 
second, and be imprisoned for the third. Ty), 
in 1694, and Matthew Stanley was tried for enoa, 
ing the affections of the daughter of John Taro; 
without the consent of her parents, and fined £); 
fees, 2s. 6d. The same year, three married wom, 
were fined 5s. for scolding. We apprehend syp, 
fines would be of no avail at the present time. Fj. 
shillings would not stop the tongues of some yp. 
men, or fifteen pounds the gallantry of some your 
men.” ’ 


The burnt district. That part of the city know 
as the burnt district, now presents a beautiful pir. 
ture of the monstrous energy and enterprise of {» 
metropolis of the union. The following statemey 
may prove interesting. (N.Y. Star. 

Since the great fire, but little more than 14 months 
ago, 394 houses and stores have been rebuilt a 
occupied; 37 rebuilt but not yet occupied; 23 stor 
are rebuilding, but not finished; 42 lots are not ye 
built upon. There have been many lots compan. 
tively taken from the statement, which have bee 
used fur widening and continuing streets, and en. 
larging buildings; such as, for instance, the Me. 
chants’ Exchange, Pearl Street House, and a large 
triangular hotel at the junction of Beaver and Mil 
streets, to be occupied by Delmonico, the famous 
restaurant. 
















Wool growing in Beaver county, Penn. A friend 
in Little Beaver has, after careful inquiry, sent us 
the number of sheep in that township, which i 
set down at 13,530. The number of inhabitants 
in the township, 1,759. Taking this for data, the 
number of sheep in the county will not fall muci 
short of two hundred and fifty thousand! Little 
Beaver is, however, the greatest wool growing sec: 
tion in the county. This shows that this bus 
ness is of vast importance to Beaver county. 

[ Western Argus. 


Commodore Renshaw. We mentioned, some days 
ago, says the Commercial Advertiser, that heavy 
charges had been preferred against this officer, be- 
fore the bar of.the public, by an American mer 
chant in Montevideo, whose name was not givel 
The principal of these related to the loss of the Ame- 
rican brig Talisman in November, on the Englisi 
bank, near Montevideo. The secretary of the na\y 
has communicated to the Boston Post, in which the 
charges were published, two despatches from com. 
Renshaw, giving the particulars of said loss, and o! 
his proceedings in relation thereto, from which ita): 

ears that his conduct was prompt, energetic a! 
in all respects becoming his station as commande! 
of an American squadron, having the means of rel 
dering assistance to the wrecked vessel and crew. 


Insurrection in Hayti. It appears by a proclaim 
tion from president Boyer, dated at Port au Princé 
on the 31st January, that an insurrectionary move 
ment had been made in the city of Cape Hayti 
headed by col. Isidor Gabriel, and supported by ® 
portion of the troops. They managed to get po 
session of the arsenal, but the troops of the garris" 
rallying at the call of gen. Leo, retook the arsenal # 
the point of the bayonet, and quiet was consequel™ 
ly restored. 


Queer business for a Christian. In chapter 2, 
article 2, of the constitution of Massachusetts, it . 
provided, that no person shall be eligible to the o! 
fice of governor, “unless he shall declare himself 
be of the Christian religion,” and in the 7th article, 
he is authorised to put the inhabitants “in a — 
like posture,” and ‘‘kill, slay and destroy,” by “al 
fitting ways”? all such persons as may “attempt 
enterprise, the destruction, invasion, detriment 
annoyance of this commonwealth.” 7 

[ Boston’ Post. 
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